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2. A/51/306, 26 August 1996

3. The six grave violations are: killing and maiming, recruitment and use, sexual
violence, abduction, attacks on schools and hospitals, and denial of humanitarian
access.
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1. Vanessa Frazier

2. UN General Assembly: Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-

General for Children and Armed Conflict, 28 July 2026, A/81/263, Para.3

3. Ibid: Para 11

4. Frazier, Vanessa: 30 years of the CAAC mandate: Call for Stronger Political Will to

Protect Children Amidst Rising Risks, Record Number of Children Affected.
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Children’s Right to Mental Health in Armed Conflict: A
Legal Analysis of Israeli and U.S. Military Attacks on Iran

Mohammad Mehdi Seyed Nasseri®

Abstract: Background and Aim: Armed conflict poses a profound
threat to children’s right to mental health as an essential component of
their dignity, survival, and development. Owing to their age,
developmental stage, and heightened dependence on family and social
environments, children are particularly vulnerable to the
psychological consequences of warfare. The recent Israeli and U.S.
military attacks against Iran have exposed Iranian children to a range
of conflict-related harms, including fear of bombardment, loss and
injury of family members, displacement, disruption of education and
health services, destruction of civilian infrastructure, and persistent
exposure to violent imagery and information. This study examines the
legal protection of Iranian children’s right to mental health during
armed conflict and assesses the obligations of states under
international human rights law and international humanitarian law.
Methods: This study adopts a doctrinal, descriptive-analytical
methodology based on the examination and interpretation of relevant
international legal instruments, including the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, international humanitarian law, and applicable
United Nations standards and reports concerning children affected by
armed conflict. Particular attention is given to Articles 6, 24, and 39
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, as well as the principles
of distinction, proportionality, and precautions in attack under
international humanitarian law. The study further considers the legal
implications of attacks affecting civilian populations and essential
infrastructure in Iran and their consequences for children’s
psychological well-being.

Findings: The findings demonstrate that the psychological
consequences of armed conflict for children cannot be regarded
merely as incidental humanitarian consequences of warfare. Exposure
to bombardment, death or injury of relatives, destruction of homes
and schools, displacement, interruption of education and health
services, and persistent insecurity may generate acute psychological
distress, chronic anxiety, post-traumatic stress symptoms, and long-

1. Researcher in Medical Ethics and Law Research Center, Shahid Beheshti University
of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran
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term developmental consequences. Where military operations fail to
comply with the principles of distinction, proportionality, and
precaution, the resulting harm to children may engage the
international legal responsibility of the actors concerned. Moreover,
attacks or disruptions affecting health-care facilities, educational
institutions, and other civilian infrastructure may aggravate the
psychological vulnerability of children and undermine their rights to
health, development, education, and recovery. The analysis further
demonstrates that the protection afforded to children under
international law extends beyond physical survival and encompasses
their psychological integrity and long-term development.

Results: The findings indicate that armed conflict may cause
profound and enduring harm to children’s mental health through
exposure to bombardment, loss or injury of family members,
displacement, destruction of homes and schools, disruption of
essential services, and persistent insecurity. In the context of the
Israeli and U.S. military attacks against Iran, these conditions may
result in acute psychological distress, anxiety, post-traumatic stress
symptoms, and impaired emotional and developmental well-being.
From a legal perspective, such harms must be assessed within the
protective framework of international humanitarian and international
human rights law, particularly the principles of distinction,
proportionality, and precautions in attack, as well as the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. The findings further demonstrate that
attacks affecting civilian infrastructure essential to children’s health,
education, and development may aggravate these violations and
increase children’s psychological vulnerability.

Conclusion: The study concludes that protecting children’s mental
health during armed conflict is a legal obligation, not merely a
humanitarian concern. The right to mental health constitutes an
integral dimension of children’s rights to life, health, survival, and
development. Effective protection therefore requires compliance with
international humanitarian  law, prevention of foreseeable
psychological harm, uninterrupted access to health and education
services, and sustained psychological and psychosocial support. These
obligations continue beyond the cessation of hostilities and
encompass rehabilitation, recovery, reparation, and guarantees of non-
recurrence. Accordingly, the protection of Iranian children requires a
comprehensive legal framework that recognizes psychological
integrity as a fundamental component of child protection and ensures
accountability for violations of international obligations.
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Keywords: Children’s Rights; Right to Mental Health; Armed
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States’ Obligations Regarding the Mental Health and
Psychological Rehabilitation of Child Victims of War: An
Analysis of Article 39 of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child

Mahshid Jamali®

Background and Objective: In addition to its immediate and short-
term effects, war can have long-term and enduring consequences for
children. In other words, during wartime, children are exposed to two
types of traumatic events: first, sudden traumatic events; and second,
prolonged exposure to adverse events, which may result in disorders
such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety disorders, and
depression. In this context, safeguarding the mental health and
psychological rehabilitation of children is not merely a medical and
social necessity; rather, within the framework of international law, it
constitutes a legal obligation incumbent upon States. Article 39 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child requires States Parties to take
appropriate measures to promote the physical and psychological
recovery and social reintegration of child victims of war. The present
study aims to elucidate the nature and scope of States’ obligations
concerning the mental health and psychological rehabilitation of child
victims of war.

Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and,
employing the legal analysis of relevant instruments, examines the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and other pertinent sources of
international law.

Findings and Conclusion:The findings of the study and the
interpretation of Article 39 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child demonstrate that States’ obligations towards child victims of
war are not limited to the provision of primary healthcare but also
encompass psychological rehabilitation, thereby imposing continuing
and multidimensional legal obligations upon States. Accordingly,
States are required, commensurate with the severity of war-related
harm, to establish effective mechanisms for the timely identification

1. Permanent Member of the Iranian Association for the Scientific Study of Children’s
Rights

M.A. in International Law, Department of Law, Faculty of Humanities, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran West Branch, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)
Jamalimahshid94@gmail.com
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of psychological disorders and trauma, ensure access to free and
accessible services without any form of discrimination, provide
support for families, and ensure the continuity of psychological and
social care. Consequently, States’ responsibility does not cease with
the end of the war but continues until the child’s genuine
psychological recovery is achieved and the conditions necessary for
the child’s healthy development are secured.

Keywords: Mental Health; Children’s Rights; War; Convention on
the Rights of the Child, states
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Applications of Artificial Intelligence in Strengthening
Cybersecurity for the Safeguarding of Children’s Rights in
Private Law: A Comparative-Analytical Approach with
Emphasis on International and Iranian Instruments

Abbas Karimi', Emad Nobakht*?, Saeideh Mohseni Estalkhi?

Abstract: The deployment of artificial intelligence (Al) in
cybersecurity has transformed risks and protective measures for
children online and has far-reaching implications for the private law
system of Iran. Although the advanced tools with Al capabilities
enable protection against online threats ranging from child sexual
exploitation to data-based injuries, they can create new hazards,
posing challenges to children's rights in interactions with the
platforms and their service providers. This article investigates the
ways Al cybersecurity technologies contribute to the protection of
children's rights in Iran and the necessary legislative-judicial measures
to ensure safe use of Al in the interests of children. A descriptive-
analytical methodology with a comparative perspective is used.
International instruments (Convention on the Rights of the Child,
General Comment No. 25, Budapest and Lanzarote Conventions,
Convention 108+, Council of Europe Al Framework) like regional
legislation (GDPR, UK Age-Appropriate Design Code), and national
regulations (Iranian Law on Protection of Children and Adolescents,
Computer Crimes Law) were used as the sources. It was found that Al
technologies content detection tools, age assurance, automated
response mechanisms, and privacy-enhancing technology decrease the
risk of harm if they are designed on the basis of the child-rights-by-
design approach. However, the current Iranian legal framework
appears fails to regulate Al-mediated risks, including such crucial
issue as obtaining the verifiable consent of a parent or guardian.
Based on the comparative analysis of the EU and UK approaches, it
was identified that the following transferable safeguards may be
implemented in Iran: statutory duty of child-rights-by-design, liability
rules adapted to high-risk Al technologies, contractual fairness, and
increased remedies. Therefore, in order to ensure children's rights a
child-centric data protection system needs to be introduced, the

1. Professor, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran
2. LL.M. Student in Private Law, Faculty of Law and Political Science, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: emad.nobakht@ut.ac.ir
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classification of high-risk and prohibited Al technologies, liability
rules adjusted to Al and mechanisms of collective redress need to be
enacted.

Keywords: Children’s Rights; Artificial Intelligence; Cybersecurity;
Private Law; Iran
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The Child’s Right to Be Heard: Communicative Justice for
Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Children in the Age of
Intelligent Technologies

Fatemeh abedin®

Abstract: Background and Aim: The child’s right to express views
freely and to participate meaningfully in decisions affecting their lives
constitutes a fundamental pillar of the international child-rights
framework. Yet, for deaf and hard-of-hearing children, the effective
realization of this right is constrained by barriers extending beyond
the underlying hearing impairment itself, including unequal access to
communication tools, digital services, and intelligent assistive
technologies. In the era of artificial intelligence, speech-recognition
and speech-to-text systems, real-time captioning, intelligent
communication platforms, and hearing-assistance technologies offer
unprecedented opportunities to enhance the autonomy, participation,
and social inclusion of these children. However, when such
technologies are inadequately designed, inaccessible, or characterized
by unequal algorithmic performance, they may reproduce existing
inequalities and generate new forms of technological discrimination
and communicative exclusion. This study therefore seeks to
conceptualize child-centred communicative justice and to examine the
legal requirements governing deaf and hard-of-hearing children’s
equal access to intelligent communication technologies.

Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology with
a comparative legal approach. It examines the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, and relevant international instruments concerning
children’s rights in the digital environment, with particular emphasis
on the relationship between the child’s right to be heard, the right to
communication, the right to health, the principle of non-
discrimination, and equal access to technology. The study further
evaluates emerging intelligent communication technologies and
analyzes the legal opportunities and challenges arising from their
application to the lives of deaf and hard-of-hearing children.

Results: The findings demonstrate that the right to be heard risks
becoming merely formal rather than substantive unless children are
provided with the practical means necessary to communicate and

1. specialist in Otolaryngology—Head and Neck Surgery.
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participate effectively. Intelligent technologies including real-time
captioning, speech recognition, automated translation, and assistive
communication systems can significantly reduce traditional barriers to
the participation of deaf and hard-of-hearing children. Nevertheless,
inadequate algorithmic performance across diverse speech and
communication patterns, unequal access, the high cost of assistive
technologies, and inaccessible digital design may create new forms of
technological discrimination. Accordingly, access to appropriate
communication technologies cannot be regarded merely as a matter of
technological convenience or social welfare. Where the absence of
such technologies substantially impairs a child’s effective
participation, access becomes closely connected to States’ human
rights obligations to ensure equality, participation, inclusion, and the
child’s development.

Conclusion: Child-centred justice in the age of intelligent
technologies requires a shift from the conventional notion of “access
to technology” toward “equal access to the means of communication
and participation.” Effective protection of deaf and hard-of-hearing
children requires States and technology providers to ensure
accessibility, quality, affordability, non-discrimination, and the
suitability of communication technologies to children’s evolving
needs and capacities. Accordingly, the child’s right to be heard should
be understood, in light of technological developments, as extending
beyond the mere opportunity to express an opinion to encompass the
effective capacity to communicate, participate, and influence
decisions concerning the child’s life. Such an approach can provide a
normative foundation for the emerging concept of child-centred
communicative justice in international law.

Keywords: Children’s Rights; Right to Be Heard; Deaf and Hard-of-
Hearing Children; Communicative Justice; Intelligent Technologies.
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Artificial Intelligence and Children’s Rights: A Systematic
Review and Meta-Analysis of Risks, Protections, and Policy
Frameworks

Saeid Mahmoudi*

Abstract: Background: The rapid proliferation of artificial
intelligence (Al) systems in environments frequented by children—
including educational platforms, social media, healthcare settings, and
smart devices—has created unprecedented challenges for the
protection of children’s rights. Despite growing scholarly attention, no
comprehensive quantitative synthesis has examined how Al systems
impact children’s rights across diverse domains.

Objective: This systematic review and meta-analysis aimed to
quantify the prevalence of Al-related risks to children’s rights,
evaluate the effectiveness of existing protective frameworks, and
identify gaps in the current evidence base.

Methods: A systematic search of PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science,
PsycINFO, and IEEE Xplore was conducted for studies published
between January 2015 and December 2024. Studies were included if
they empirically examined the relationship between Al systems and
children’s rights outcomes, including privacy, safety, non-
discrimination, education, and participation. Risk of bias was assessed
using a modified Joanna Briggs Institute checklist. Random-effects
meta-analyses were performed to pool effect estimates, with subgroup
analyses by Al application domain, child age group, and geographic
region.

Results: Forty-two studies met inclusion criteria, encompassing
847,392 children across 28 countries. The pooled prevalence of Al-
related privacy violations among children was 43.2% (95% Cl: 36.8—
49.7%), while algorithmic discrimination affecting children from
marginalized groups was identified in 38.6% (95% CI: 31.4-45.9%)
of evaluated systems. Educational Al systems demonstrated a pooled
risk rate of 27.4% (95% ClI: 21.2-33.8%) for biased content delivery.
Protective frameworks, when implemented, reduced identified risks
by 34.2% (95% CI: 26.1-42.3%). High heterogeneity (12 = 87.3%)
was observed across studies.

1. Pasteur Scientific and Educational Institute, Karaj, Iran.
Email: Saeid.mahmoudi@ut.ac.ir,
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Conclusions: Al systems pose substantial and measurable risks to
children’s rights, with privacy violations and algorithmic
discrimination being the most prevalent. Current protective
frameworks show moderate effectiveness but remain inconsistently
implemented. Urgent policy action and standardized regulatory
approaches are needed to safeguard children’s rights in the age of Al
Keywords: Atrtificial Intelligence; Children’s Rights; Algorithmic
Discrimination; Digital Privacy; Child Protection; Meta-Analysis;
Systematic Review; Digital Rights
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Validating the Digital Purchases of the Discerning Child in
Imami Jurisprudence: Transitioning from Traditional
Evidence to the Rational Conduct (Sirah "Uqala)

Ahmad Saberi Majd*

Abstract: The ever-expanding growth of communication technologies
and the fundamental shift in lifestyles have transformed discerning
children into active participants in the realm of e-commerce and
digital purchasing (including in-app purchases and the acquisition of
virtual assets). In this context, applying traditional rules regarding the
nullity of a child's transactions to this vast volume of cyber micro-
transactions not only fails to align with economic realities but also
disrupts the legal system and infringes upon the rights of platforms.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study seeks to dissect
the nature of digital purchases made by discerning children within
Imami jurisprudence. The investigation reveals that relying on
traditional evidence for nullity, such as the Quranic verse of testing
(Ibtila) or the Hadith of the Lifting of the Pen, faces serious
interpretative and thematic challenges when confronted with
cyberspace transactions. The findings indicate that by relying on the
"Rational Conduct” (Sirah 'Ugala) and the continuous practice of the
religiously observant in the contemporary era, the digital purchases of
a discerning child are considered an accepted practice. Most
importantly, providing smart devices and payment gateways by the
guardian to the child is evaluated in the modern communication
custom as "implicit permission” (ldhn Dhimni) to conduct these
micro-transactions, and thus, this category of new dealings will be
legally effective and possess jurisprudential and legal validity.
Keywords: Digital Purchases, Discerning Child, Cyberspace,
Rational Conduct (Sirah 'Ugala), Guardian's Implicit Permission,
Imami Jurisprudence.
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Pathology of the Legal and Social System of Child Labor
vis-a-vis Economic Challenges; A Comparative Evaluation
of the Legislative Trajectory in Iran and International
Standards

Sadegh Yazdani®

Abstract: The proliferation of the child labor phenomenon in the
contemporary era is considered one of the most complex dilemmas of
human rights and labor law, whose intertwined economic and cultural
roots have brought the mere enforcement of the law to a deadlock.
Adopting a pathological and analytical approach, the present study
seeks to investigate the confrontation between the legal requirements
governing the eradication of child labor and the bitter economic
realities, particularly poverty and the speculative justifications of
employers. Investigations indicate that strictly prohibitive approaches
and legal bans, without paying attention to vital variables such as
"economic speculation based on the nimble fingers argument™ and the
"culture of early labor,” will remain ineffective. Furthermore, tracing
the evolutionary trajectory of legislation in Iran, from the historic
1923 decree in Kerman to the 1990 Labor Law, demonstrates a
gradual evolution in alignment with the standards of the International
Labour Organization (ILO). Nevertheless, the lack of a
comprehensive protective umbrella for children working in hidden
economic sectors and family workshops increasingly highlights the
necessity of revising regulatory structures and bridging poverty
alleviation policies with labor laws.

Keywords: Labor Law, Child Labor, Economic Poverty,
Exploitation, International Labour Organization (ILO), Iranian
Positive Law.
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Challenges in Distinguishing Between "*Constructive Work"
and "Exploitation' in Children’s Rights; An Anatomy of
the Concept, Foundations, and Principles of Decent Work

in Legal Systems

Sadegh Yazdani®

Abstract: Work, as the essence of human life, has always possessed
dual functions in the development of individual and social personality.
Nevertheless, the imposition of work on children who lack the
necessary physical and psychological conditions is considered one of
the most complex dilemmas of labor law and human rights in the
contemporary era. Adopting an analytical approach, the present study
seeks to differentiate the ambiguous boundaries between "positive and
socializing work"” and the "worst forms of child exploitation.”
Investigations indicate that the lack of congruence between the age of
majority (Roshd) in civil laws and the minimum age for employment
in labor laws has led to extensive legal conflicts. On the other hand,
applying the International Labour Organization's "principles of decent
work" to the child demographic requires a revision of economic,
cultural, and legislative structures. The findings of this section of the
research suggest that ignoring the positive aspects of certain light
activities and reducing all forms of child activity to exploitation not
only fails to help eradicate child labor but also leads to concealment,
driving children towards underground and high-risk occupations.
Keywords: Children's Rights, Decent Work, Exploitation, Positive
Work, Labor Law, International Labour Organization (ILO).
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Liability of the Causer of Children's Deaths in Cases of
Error in Identifying the Military Objective: A Comparative
Jurisprudential Study in Light of the Minab School Attack

Mohsen Taghizadeh!

Abstract: This study examines a discrete juristic and legal problem:
the responsibility of an actor whose conduct causes the death of
children when the harm results from an error in identifying or
verifying a military objective, or in assessing the presence of civilians,
rather than from a deliberate attack on non-combatants. Moving
beyond general discourse on "child protection in armed conflict,” the
study offers a technical analysis of the Imami juristic concepts of
ihraz al-mawdu' (ascertaining the subject-matter),
knowledge/probability/doubt, precaution regarding blood (al-ihtiyat fi
al-dima’), causation (tasabbub) wversus direct commission
(mubasharah), and liability (daman), set against the principles of
distinction,  proportionality, ~ precautions in  attack, and
individual/command responsibility in international humanitarian and
criminal law. Using a descriptive-analytical, ijtihadi-comparative
method grounded in the Quran, authoritative Imami hadith
collections, works of substantive figh and usul al-figh, alongside the
relevant treaties and specialized legal literature, the study uses the
Minab school attack in Hormozgan (28 February 2026) as an
illustrative case study rather than a basis for political adjudication. It
further examines enforcement mechanisms and legal guarantees,
judicial and State practice on targeting errors, and the main
interpretive difficulties in both systems. It finds that both systems
condition liability on a reasonable ascertainment of the target's status
and the exhaustion of feasible precautions beforehand; that an error of
fact compounded by a failure to verify does not extinguish liability
even where it negates strict criminal intent; and that the two systems
diverge chiefly in their theoretical foundation — the sanctity of blood
as a right of its possessor in Imami figh, versus the general interest of
humanity in IHL — which explains the differing consequences of
error (financial liability/diyah in figh, individual criminal or command
responsibility in international law), even as the two fields converge on
the foundational duty of precaution and verification prior to the use of
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lethal force. It also identifies a gap between the clarity of the standard
and the effectiveness of its enforcement, partly bridged by customary
law, State responsibility and, in figh, the continuing occupation of the
debtor's liability (ishtighal al-dhimma). The study concludes that
applying this framework to the Minab incident remains contingent on
an independent factual determination that has not yet been completed.
Keywords: Children in armed conflict; targeting error; ascertainment
of the subject-matter (ihraz al-mawdu'); precaution regarding blood;
causation and liability (tasabbub and daman); principle of distinction;
precautions in attack; individual responsibility; Minab school attack;
accountability mechanisms; judicial practice
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Allocation and Attribution of Civil Liability in Algorithmic
Child Protection Decisions: A Comparative Study of
Iranian Law and EU Regulations

Meisam Nasrollahi*, Ahmad Ommi*?, Nooshin Mahmoodi®

Abstract: Predictive risk systems in child protection distribute
decision-making functions across software developers, deploying
institutions, and professional decision-makers. When their use
contributes to unjustified family separation, delayed protection from
actual harm, or unlawful processing of sensitive information,
identifying legally responsible actors becomes difficult. This doctrinal
and comparative study examines how civil liability can be attributed
and the resulting financial burden allocated under Iranian law and
relevant harmonized European Union instruments. The Iranian
analysis focuses on child-protection obligations, general tort
principles, organizational liability, and causation. The European
analysis distinguishes the GDPR compensation regime, regulatory
duties under the Al Act, and the revised Product Liability Directive,
with particular attention to their respective scope and application
dates. The findings indicate that an erroneous prediction does not
necessarily establish a defect, negligence, or causation. Likewise,
meaningful human intervention cannot be inferred from the mere
presence of an individual in the decision-making process. Iranian law
provides general causes of action but offers limited specialised
arrangements for preserving and disclosing algorithmic evidence. EU
law supplies important but fragmented mechanisms: Article 82
(General Data Protection Regulation) GDPR addresses damage
caused by unlawful data processing, whereas product liability is
subject to separate conditions and compensable damage categories.
The article develops a staged framework that identifies the protected
interest and actual harm, specifies each actor's duty, reconstructs
causal contribution, determines external liability, and then examines
internal recourse. The proposed approach safeguards effective
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compensation while rejecting automatic liability for every participant
in an algorithm-assisted child-protection decision.

Keywords: Civil Liability; Child Protection; Algorithmic Decision-
Making; Causation; Compensation; Comparative Law.
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Infringement of the Best Interests of the Child in Third-
Party Assisted Reproduction Processes in the Absence of a
Coherent Legal Framework

FatemeSadat Hosseini*

Abstract: With remarkable advancements in assisted reproductive
technologies (ART), infertile couples are now able to have children
through third-party gamete or embryo donation. Despite this scientific
capacity, the Iranian legal system has yet to provide comprehensive,
transparent, and systematic responses to the complex issues arising
from such births. The primary question is whether, in the absence of a
coherent legal framework, such births are compatible with the best
interests of the child—as a fundamental principle in domestic and
international law. Pursuant to Article 10 of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the family is the fundamental unit of society
and must be protected. However, in cases where a child is born
through gamete or embryo donation with third-party intervention,
fundamental issues such as lineage (nasab), guardianship (wilayah),
prohibition of marriage (mahramiyyah), inheritance, custody, birth
certificates, and social identity either face legislative lacunae or are
subjects of serious jurisprudential (fighi) and judicial controversy.
This situation exposes the child from birth to identity challenges and
numerous legal disputes; a state of affairs that openly conflicts with
the principle of human dignity (Article 22 of the Constitution) and the
state’s obligation to observe the best interests of the child (Article 3 of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child). Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and relying on legislative, jurisprudential, and
procedural documents, this paper demonstrates that the absence of
comprehensive legislative policymaking shifts the consequences of
adults’ decisions onto the shoulders of the child. Finally, solutions are
proposed for revising legislative policies, formulating supportive and
binding regulations to guarantee the rights of children born through
these methods, and ensuring that the principle of the best interests of
the child is realized in practice.

Keywords: Best Interests of the Child, Assisted Reproductive
Technologies (ART), Gamete and Embryo Donation, Filiation
(Lineage), Human Dignity, Legislative Policymaking
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Children in the Responsibility Gap: Minab and the
Fragmentation of Accountability Across Technology Law,
the Law of Armed Conflict, and Access to Remedies

Boshra Sadat Emami**, Alireza Meraji’

Abstract: On the morning of 28 February 2026, Shajareh Tayyebeh
Elementary School in Minab was attacked, killing more than 150
people, including 120 students, according to the Minab prosecutor.
The Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Iran found
reasonable grounds to attribute the attack to the United States and to
identify an indiscriminate attack as a war crime. Reports of outdated
data, ignored warnings, and the possible role of decision-support
systems suggest that accountability cannot be confined to the moment
of firing. When a lethal decision emerges from a chain of data,
algorithmic recommendations, and human decisions, who is
responsible, and how can effective protection and reparation be
secured?

Using a descriptive-analytical method and a case study, this research
distinguishes documented findings from reports attributed to informed
sources and technical hypotheses. It adopts the Convention on the
Rights of the Child as its analytical framework. However, since the
United States has signed but not ratified the Convention, its conduct
must also be assessed under binding rules of international
humanitarian law and relevant customary rules.
The main finding is that the accountability gap arises not within a
single legal regime, but at the intersection of three fields: technology
regulations exclude exclusively military applications; the applicability
of legal review requirements to decision-support systems under the
law of armed conflict remains unclear; and individual access to
reparation faces obstacles such as legal immunities and evidentiary
difficulties. Each regime thus leaves part of the problem to another,
leaving children without effective protection and reparation, even
though  states’ international  obligations remain  intact.
To address these shortcomings, the study proposes three measures:
child-rights impact assessments before deploying such systems,
verification and traceability of data concerning locations where
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children are present, and clear allocation of duties alongside effective
reparation mechanisms.

Keywords: Children’s rights; international humanitarian law;
technology law; artificial intelligence; responsibility gap.
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A Criminological Analysis of the Attack on the Shajareh-ye
Tayyebah School in Minab with an Emphasis on
International Criminal Law

Ali Beyrami Koshayesh', Jamal Beigi’

Abstract: Background and Aim: Obijective: Protecting educational
institutions during armed conflicts is more than just a moral
imperative; it constitutes a binding obligation under international
humanitarian law and international criminal law. However, a
significant gap exists between protective norms and the realities on
the ground; warring parties often attempt to justify attacks on
educational facilities and evade criminal liability by invoking elastic
concepts such as "military necessity” or “intelligence error.” A
criminological analysis of this incident is essential because a precise
understanding of the "why" behind this crime is a prerequisite for
devising effective preventive mechanisms and ensuring accountability
Research Method: This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method, focusing on criminology and international criminal law
Findings: The missile attack on the Shajareh-ye Tayyebah
Elementary School in Minab on February 28, 2026, stands as one of
the most alarming instances of violations of international
humanitarian law in contemporary conflicts.

Conclusion: The final conclusion of this analysis is that the Minab
incident cannot be justified as a "military error" or "collateral
damage." The combination of objective evidence (continued use for
educational purposes), temporal factors (class hours), and the
perpetrator’s administrative practices (reliance on outdated data)
points to a grave violation of international humanitarian law. From the
perspective of international criminal law, this event meets the criteria
for prosecution as a war crime—specifically, an intentional attack on
civilians

and educational facilities. While legal pursuit at the international level
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faces political obstacles, meticulous criminological documentation
provides a foundation for seeking justice and ensuring that this human
tragedy is not forgotten.

Keywords: Minab School, War Crime, Criminology, International
Criminal Law
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An Analysis of the Minab School Attack Crime from the
Perspective of International Law and Proposed Strategies
for Legal-Political Advocacy in International Fora

Masoud Hassanabadi', Mohammad Gowhary?,
Ali Kafilian Yazdi®

Abstract: At 11:30 AM on Saturday, February 28, 2026 (9 Esfand
1404), the Shajareh Tayyibah School in Minab, Hormozgan Province,
was targeted by a missile attack. Consequently, 168 school children—
reported to be between 7 and 12 years old—along with a number of
teachers and administrative staff were martyred.

Utilizing a descriptive-analytical methodology based on library
research, this paper seeks to explain the causes of state politicization
and double standards regarding international law, while addressing
why such tragic crimes continue to occur despite explicit protective
regulations governing war and children under international law.
Findings indicate that the attack on the Minab school constitutes a
clear instance of a war crime and stands in direct violation of
fundamental principles of international humanitarian law (the
principles of distinction, precaution, and proportionality) as well as
international human rights law, specifically Article 6 of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The authors posit that despite politicization, enforcement deficiencies
in international law, and the lack of tangible and effective
mechanisms, legal recourse regarding this crime can still be pursued
through the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), the
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and the International
Criminal Court (ICC)—pursuant to Articles 12, 13 and 14 of the
Rome Statute. Politically, international pressure and accountability of
the offending state and its officials can be facilitated through the
United Nations Security Council, alongside rigorous documentation
and collaboration with non-governmental organizations such as
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch.
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Keywords: War Crime, International Humanitarian Law, Minab
School, Aggression
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An Examination of the Conflict Between " Teacher-
Blogging' and the Moral Rights of the Child, in Light of the
Natinal Document on the Rights of the Child and
Adolescent

Fatemeh Sadat Ashraf Altaha*!, Zahra Amirhaeri?

Abstract: With the advancement of technology and the entry of
professionals from various fields, including teachers, into cyberspace,
some rights of different segments of society are being overlooked,
which may sometimes be difficult to effectively pursue due to legal
inadequacies. Children constitute a particular group whose rights
require greater attention due to their legal incapacity. This descriptive-
analytical study was conducted using library-based sources, including
statutory laws, higher-level legal and policy documents such as the
National Document on the Rights of Children and Adolescents,
scientific articles, and legal texts. The data were examined through
qualitative content analysis, and the negative effects of the
phenomenon of teacher-blogging on children's moral rights were
categorized based on the provisions of the aforementioned document.
The findings of the study indicate that teacher-blogging has had
negative effects on four fundamental rights recognized in the National
Document on the Rights of Children and Adolescents: the right to
identity (Article 4), the right to physical and mental health (Article 6),
cultural, educational, and developmental rights (Article 8), and the
right to security (Article 11). From the perspective of this study, given
the existing legal gaps in the Iranian legal system concerning the
protection of children's moral rights in cyberspace and the lack of
effective enforcement mechanisms, the legislature should enact and
implement explicit and effective laws in this area. Furthermore, the
Ministry of Education can take effective steps toward reducing this
phenomenon by providing in-service training for teachers, obtaining
commitments at the beginning of employment, and establishing
supervisory committees
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.Keywords: Teacher-blogging; Children's moral rights; Right to
identity; Children's privacy; National Document on the Rights of
Children and Adolescents
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The Status of Child Labour in Iranian Law:
Criminalization and Penal Guarantees against the
Economic Exploitation of Children in Light of the

Convention on the Rights of the Child

MohammadHossein Mirzaee!

Abstract: Article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
requires States Parties to establish a minimum age for employment,
regulate working hours and conditions, and provide effective
sanctions and other measures to protect children against economic
exploitation. Under Iranian law, Article 15 of the 2020 Law on the
Protection of Children and Adolescents provides for grade-six
imprisonment for economic exploitation of a child or adolescent in
violation of labour legislation. Article 6 of the same Law assigns
institutional responsibilities for monitoring workplaces and supporting
children and adolescents who are victims of, or at risk of, harm. This
study employs a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative,
documentary approach to assess the conformity of Iranian law with
Article 32 of the Convention and relevant International Labour
Organization standards. The legal analysis indicates that the statutory
definition of economic exploitation in Article 1, subparagraph (th), of
the 2020 Law encompasses two distinct forms of conduct: unlawful
employment of a child or adolescent, and compelling or assigning a
child to work or a service that is harmful or hazardous in light of the
child’s physical, psychological, moral, or social circumstances.
However, the relationship between these two forms and the phrase “in
violation of labour legislation” in Article 15 raises interpretive
uncertainty regarding the scope of the offence and the conditions for
imposing its penalty. Iranian law also contains specific protections
concerning the general minimum employment age, working
conditions for adolescent workers, and a list of work considered
harmful to persons under eighteen. Nevertheless, the adequacy and
currency of the existing list, the coherence of related sanctions, and
the effective implementation of protections in family-based and
informal work settings warrant further examination. The study
concludes that the principal challenges do not arise from a complete
absence of criminalization or a lack of a hazardous-work list. Rather,
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they concern uncertainty about the scope of Article 15, the need to
assess and update existing regulations, and difficulties in identifying
and protecting children involved in informal and emerging forms of
economic activity. The study therefore recommends clarifying the
relationship between Article 15 and the Labour Law, reviewing the
adequacy of the existing list of harmful work, strengthening
institutional coordination, and developing appropriate safeguards for
children’s economic activities in digital environments.

Keywords: Child Labour; Criminal Protection of Children;
Criminalization of Economic Exploitation; Convention on the Rights
of the Child; Labour Law.
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When a Tool Becomes a Relationship:
Analysis of Emerging Challenges at the Intersection of
Avrtificial Intelligence and the Psychological Rights of the
Child

Mohammad Niksirat!

Abstract: Generative and conversational artificial intelligence (Al)
has transformed children’s digital environments from predominantly
informational  spaces into interactive and quasi-relational
environments, as these systems can personalize language, maintain
conversational context, and reflect responses conveying empathy and
a sense of being valued. These features may be beneficial for learning,
access to information, practice, and certain forms of early support.
However, when such emotional language and simulated social
responsiveness are experienced as human understanding,
intentionality, or professional confidentiality, an issue beyond
response accuracy may emerge—an issue concerning the nature of the
relationship created by Al within the child’s developmental
environment. The aim of this article is to integrate two emerging
concepts, the “empathy gap” and “relational drift,” into a
psychological and rights-based framework for analyzing the
implications of conversational Al for children. The study employs a
narrative-analytical review of relevant scientific literature and official
documents. The central argument is that the gap between Al-
simulated empathy and authentic human understanding, combined
with continuous availability, personalized environments, and
interactive reinforcement, may create conditions for a gradual shift in
the function of Al from a “tool” to a source of emotional reliance,
emotional disclosure, and emotion regulation for the child. However,
this trajectory should not be understood as deterministic or
unidirectional; rather, it should be interpreted in light of
developmental, individual, familial, and social differences. Finally,
the analysis proposes that Al safety assessment for children should
extend beyond the mere control of content and data to encompass
“relational safety” as well. To this end, six assessment components
are proposed for child-centered Al evaluation: transparency regarding
the system’s non-human nature, prevention of induced emotional
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dependency,  protection  of  self-disclosure,  developmental
appropriateness, mechanisms for referral to human support, and
longitudinal assessment of interaction trajectories.

Keywords:

Artificial intelligence; Empathy gap; Relational drift; Developmental
vulnerability; Child Rights Impact Assessment.
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The Child’s Right to Privacy on Artificial Intelligence-
Based Platforms: A Study on Legal and Regulatory
Protection Requirements

Arezoo Malekshah*!, Delavar Baradaran?, Akbar Badri®

Abstract: Background and Aim: The rapid proliferation of artificial
intelligence-based platforms and the widespread use of this digital
ecosystem by children have raised fundamental challenges regarding
the protection of their personal data and privacy. Through
mechanisms such as machine learning, automated natural language
processing, continuous data mining, facial recognition, behavioral
profiling, and predictive algorithms, these systems analyze children’s
cognitive and emotional data, which paves the way for commercial
exploitation, behavioral manipulation, and the creation of persistent
digital footprints. This research aims to examine the child’s right to
privacy within the context of Al-based platforms through a study of
legal and regulatory protection requirements, employing a descriptive-
analytical method utilizing library sources. Findings: According to
the research findings, the most critical dimensions of contrast lie in
privacy violations, data security, discrimination, and digital ethics.
Therefore, the risks associated with the collection and processing of
children’s personal data by artificial intelligence necessitate the
establishment of effective privacy protection mechanisms.
Furthermore, the findings emphasize children’s data safety-
particularly regarding the use of smart robots and toys-and the safety
standards that must be considered in developing such systems.
Another issue is discrimination, which may stem from the systematic
use of artificial intelligence; hence, developers must ensure
algorithmic fairness to prevent discrimination against children.
Finally, the ethical dimensions of Al deployment—namely, the
responsibility of developers and the imperative to observe digital
ethics across all operational aspects—must be upheld. Conclusion:
Consequently, action at the levels of legislation, technological
standards, and ethical principles is essential to guarantee safety,
privacy, non-discrimination, and moral responsibility across all facets
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of artificial intelligence deployment, thereby safeguarding and
protecting children’s rights in the age of artificial intelligence.
Keywords: Privacy, Child, Artificial Intelligence, Digital Platforms,
Data Protection, Algorithmic Governance
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Explaining the dimensions of moral-psychological education of
children in the life of Hazrat Fatima Zahra (peace be upon
her) with an emphasis on mental health and children's rights

Maryam Mir*, Azam Etemadifard*?* , Ahmad Sadeghian®

Abstract: Mental health and child rights are among the most
important concerns of contemporary human societies. In this regard,
religious teachings and the Sirah of the Infallibles (PBUT) as a
treasure of educational and moral knowledge can provide a complete
model for ensuring children's mental health and respecting their
rights. The present study aims to explain the moral-psychological
dimensions of child education in the Strah of Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra
(PBUH). This research employs a descriptive-analytical method,
referring to authentic Islamic sources (Al-Kafi, Bihar al-Anwar, Kashf
al-Ghummah, and commentaries) and works of positive psychology.
The findings indicate that the educational Sirah of Hazrat Fatemeh
(PBUH) can be explained in four fundamental axes: First, "love and
secure attachment" manifested in play, humor, and verbal and
physical expression of love to children, which fully aligns with
Bowlby's attachment theory. Second, “practical teaching of moral
virtues" manifested in the three-night self-sacrifice and the upbringing
of brave, just, and temperate children. Third, "creativity in education™
observed in the model of educational division of labor and the use of
available tools to teach religious concepts. Fourth, "justice and
dignity” manifested in equal treatment of children (both daughters and
sons) and respect for the child's personality. This research
demonstrates that the Fatemi Sirah provides a comprehensive model
for ensuring children's mental health, strengthening religious identity,
and respecting children’s rights, which can be utilized in educational
systems and family counseling.

Keywords: Child Education, Mental Health, Child Rights, Sirah of
Hazrat Fatemeh Zahra (PBUH), Positive Psychology, Secure
Attachment.
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Analyzing the Challenges of Iran's Criminal Policy in
Supporting the Right to Rehabilitation of Juvenile Offenders
and Providing Legislative and Executive Solutions

Amir Hossein Rajabi*

Abstract: Background and Aim: Juvenile offenders, as one of the
most vulnerable groups in society, require special protection within
the criminal justice system. lran's criminal policy has recently
attempted to shift from a purely punitive approach towards
rehabilitation, but this path faces several challenges. This research
aims to identify and analyze these challenges across legal, executive,
judicial, and cultural dimensions and to propose solutions for
improving support for the right to rehabilitation of these children.
Methods: This qualitative research was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical approach. Data were gathered through
documentary and library research, including the study of laws (such as
the Islamic Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure),
scientific articles, research reports, and authoritative legal and
criminological sources. The data were analyzed using legal reasoning
and inference methods.

Findings: The findings indicate that despite progress, such as the
establishment of juvenile courts and emphasis on alternative
punishments, Iran's criminal policy faces numerous challenges: Legal
Challenges (lack of a comprehensive rehabilitation law and non-
mandatory nature of restorative justice), Executive and Institutional
Challenges (weak inter-agency cooperation, shortage of specialized
centers, and lack of post-release supervision), Judicial Challenges
(insufficient specialized training for judges and a shortage of juvenile
courts nationwide), and Socio-Cultural Challenges (social stigma and
lack of a culture of acceptance).

Conclusion: To effectively realize the right to rehabilitation for
juvenile offenders, a fundamental revision of the country's criminal
policy is necessary. Key solutions include drafting a comprehensive
law on juvenile justice with a restorative approach, mandating
mediation, creating a unified managerial structure for inter-agency
coordination, providing continuous specialized training for judges and
social workers, and implementing cultural programs to reduce social
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stigma. Achieving this requires national determination and
cooperation from all responsible institutions.

Keywords: Iran's Criminal Policy, Rehabilitation of Juvenile
Offenders, Restorative Justice, Legislative Challenges, Protection of
Children's Rights.
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Criminal Liability of Al Platforms Regarding Child Rights
Violations in Light of The Law on the Protection of
Children and Adolescents

Akbar Bashirry, Arad Hasan Zadeh*?

Abstract: The widespread infiltration of artificial intelligence (Al)
technologies into children’s daily, educational, and communicative
environments has magnified the necessity of re-evaluating the
supportive duties of legal systems against the perils of digital
ecosystems. Relying on international instruments—specifically the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and General Comment
No. 25—this paper employs a descriptive-analytical method to
examine the legal requirements and ethical standards governing smart
systems in protecting children’s rights. The findings indicate that
attributes such as the processing of behavioral big data, algorithmic
biases, and cognitive-emotional dependencies induced by these
systems systematically threaten the best interests of the child.
Furthermore, technical complexity and the “black box” phenomenon
inherent in autonomous systems severely undermine the efficiency of
traditional civil liability models in proving fault and establishing
causation. Consequently, effective child protection necessitates a
transition toward proactive strategies such as “rights-by-design,”
algorithmic transparency, and adjusted evidentiary rules—such as
burden-shifting—ensuring that through a fair distribution of liability
among developers, states, and legal guardians, the dignity and holistic
development of the child are guaranteed.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Children’s Rights, Rights by
Design, Legal Accountability,
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Mechanisms for compensating violations of children's rights in
child marriage with an emphasis on international documents

Arezo Nalekshah*!, Negin Kord?

Abstract: Background and Aim: Child marriage may violate
children's fundamental rights in physical, psychological, educational,
social, and economic dimensions, and its harmful effects may
continue even after the marital relationship ends. This study aims to
explain the mechanisms for remedying violations of children’s rights
in child marriage and to assess the capacities and shortcomings of
Iranian law in light of international instruments and standards.
Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and is
based on library research. Data were collected by examining Iranian
laws and regulations, international instruments relating to children's
rights, and relevant scholarly literature, and were analyzed from a
legal perspective.

Findings: The analysis indicates that, depending on the
circumstances, general mechanisms under Iranian law—including
civil liability, compensation for moral damage, diyah, and arsh—may
provide remedies for some harms arising from child marriage.
However, fragmented rules and the lack of specialized, child-centered
mechanisms make comprehensive redress difficult. International
standards conceive of effective remedies as extending beyond
monetary compensation to access to justice, physical and
psychological rehabilitation, educational and social support, and
measures to prevent recurrence.

Conclusion: The existence of general remedial mechanisms in Iranian
law does not, by itself, ensure effective and comprehensive redress for
all harms associated with child marriage. Improving access to child-
sensitive justice, providing specialized rehabilitation and educational
services, and coordinating remedial mechanisms around the best
interests of the child are therefore necessary. Such measures should be
developed consistently with applicable domestic law and relevant
international obligations.

Keywords: Child marriage, children's rights, compensation, civil
liability, international instruments.
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Compensation for Non-Pecuniary Damage Arising from
Clinical Depression in Children Affected by War

Masood Bondar!

Abstract: War exposes children to enduring psychological harm,
including clinical depression: an injury that is not outwardly visible
yet disrupts mental health, development and future prospects. This
article asks whether clinical depression in war-affected children
constitutes compensable non-pecuniary (moral) damage under Iranian
Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and law, on what grounds compensation
may be claimed, and what form it should take. Using a descriptive-
analytical method based on library and documentary sources, it first
reviews psychological findings on prevalence, symptom presentation,
course and protective factors, and then analyses the figh-based
foundations (the no-harm rule, causation by indirect means, and arsh)
and the legal foundations (the Civil Liability Act, the Islamic Penal
Code, and the law of state responsibility and children’s rights). The
findings indicate that clinical depression, once diagnostic criteria are
met and the condition is distinguished from ordinary sadness,
constitutes a recognised harm; that Articles 1 and 10 of the Civil
Liability Act and Articles 675 and 676 of the Islamic Penal Code can
ground compensation; and that the main difficulty lies in proving
causation, given the overlapping effects of war-related stressors.
Customary attribution, apportionment of liability among multiple
causes, and expert evidence can mitigate this difficulty. Effective
reparation should be more than monetary: it should integrate
treatment, rehabilitation, family support and the strengthening of
children’s resilience.

Keywords: clinical depression; children; war; non-pecuniary damage;
civil liability; arsh; resilience
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The Child's Right to Mental Health in Armed Conflict:
Challenges, Legal Obligations, and Protective Measures

Askar Jalalian**, Ali Dorost Kerdar?

Abstract: Background: Armed conflict is a major threat to the rights,
health, and well-being of children, capable of inflicting profound and
lasting consequences on their mental health and developmental processes.
Children are the silent victims of armed conflict. Exposure to the
aftermath of such conflicts can lead not only to physical and
psychological harm but also to violations of their fundamental rights.
Children living in conflict zones may face experiences such as the loss of
family members, the breakdown of social ties, displacement, separation
from parents, and deprivation of basic needs. These conditions can trigger
immediate stress reactions, psychological distress, fear and anxiety
regarding personal and family safety, and an increased risk of developing
mental health disorders. Supporting war-affected children requires
simultaneous attention to their rights, mental health needs, psychosocial
support, and the environmental and social conditions influencing their
well-being. Consequently, effective support for these children demands a
comprehensive and systematic approach that addresses existing trauma
while preventing secondary harm. Within this framework, the three pillars
of support for war-affected children are comprehensiveness,
sustainability, and the principle of "do no harm."

Method and Objective: Adopting a legal-analytical approach, this article
first examines the challenges and consequences of armed conflict
regarding children's mental health. It then focuses on the necessary
support measures to articulate the principles and intervention strategies
required to provide comprehensive, sustainable, and non-harmful support
for children affected by war.

Findings and Conclusion: This study demonstrates that children's right
to mental health in armed conflict is linked to their fundamental rights to
life, health, and development; furthermore, the protection of this right can
be examined within the framework of obligations arising from the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the rules of international
humanitarian law.

Keywords: Children's rights, armed conflict, children's mental health,
Convention on the Rights of the Child, protective approaches.
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The State’s Obligation to Finance Mental Health Services
for Children Affected by War in Iran

Maryam Sadat Mohaghegh Damad**, Erfan Fotuhi?

Abstract: Background and Objective: Mental health service costs
may hinder access to and continuation of treatment for children
affected by war. This study examines the basis and scope of the
State’s obligation to fund these services and the conditions for
claiming support under Iranian law.

Methods:  This descriptive—analytical study examines the
Constitution, the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescents
and its Article 6 Implementing Regulation, the Law on the Structure
of the Comprehensive Welfare and Social Security System, and
related documents and studies. The analysis addresses eligibility,
covered services, family cost-sharing, responsible agencies, and
avenues for claiming support. The study is documentary and does not
assess agency performance.

Findings: The laws examined provide a legal basis for supporting
children’s mental health. Healthcare facilities are required to admit
and provide immediate treatment to injured children. The Regulation
also requires the Ministry of Health to provide free healthcare and
treatment to children referred by the State Welfare Organization.
These duties differ from insurance coverage. However, the provisions
examined do not fully specify service types and scope, conditions for
continuing care, or interagency cost settlement; determining the extent
of financial support also requires examining payment rules. This
limitation does not establish that other implementing regulations are
absent. Support requires statutory eligibility, but not prior proof of
liability for causing the war. Judicial claims also require identifying
the relief sought, respondent agency, and person legally authorized to
act for the child.

Conclusion: Financial support for mental health services for children
affected by war has a legal basis, subject to statutory eligibility.
Clarifying links between agency duties, payment rules, and referral
pathways may facilitate claims. Regulatory reform should address

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Iman Sadiq University, Woman’s Campus,
Tehran, Iran. Email: m.mohaghegh@jisu.ac.ir

2. Master’s Student in Medical Law, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran.


mailto:m.mohaghegh@isu.ac.ir

[ Abstract Articles The 4th International Conference on Child Rights /290 ]

established deficiencies; new financial obligations require a legal

basis and commensurate funding.
Keywords: Children’s rights; Mental health; War; Health financing;

State obligations.
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Smart Child Abuse: Emerging Challenges of Criminal
Protection of Children in the Age of Artificial Intelligence

Mohammad Javad Mogaddam®

Abstract: The expansion of generative artificial intelligence has
created new forms of harm against children that go beyond traditional
child abuse and conventional forms of digital abuse. The production
of sexual deepfakes, Al-enabled grooming, artificial intelligence-
based extortion, and identity impersonation have created new
dimensions of child victimization and challenged the effectiveness of
existing criminal protection mechanisms. This study aims to explain
the concept of “smart child abuse,” identify its forms, and propose an
appropriate model of criminal protection for children. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical method and examines legal sources, as
well as Iran’s criminal laws and regulations, to analyze the capacities
and shortcomings of the criminal justice system in protecting children
against artificial intelligence-based crimes. The findings indicate that
scalability, speed, personalization, difficulties in attribution, and the
ability to conceal criminal conduct distinguish smart child abuse from
earlier forms of abuse. Furthermore, existing criminal offenses are
unable, in some cases, to adequately address emerging forms of Al-
enabled abuse. Accordingly, revising criminalization policies,
determining criminal liability, strengthening mechanisms for the
detection and proof of offenses, and providing differentiated
protection for child victims are necessary.

Keywords: Criminalization; Criminal Liability; Deepfake; Digital
Victimization
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A Comparative Study of the Protection of Mothers and
Children Born of Sexual Violence in Light of the Principles
of Iranian Family Law and Yazidi Community Practice
(with an Emphasis on the Rule of Non-Transmission of
Religion through the Mother and the Identity Challenges of
the Children)

Maryam Sepahvand®

Abstract: The systematic sexual violence against Yazidi women by
ISIS in 2014 led to the birth of thousands of children who, due to the
rule of “non-transmission of religion through the mother” in the
customary-religious system of the Yazidi community, were deprived
of legitimate religious and social identity. On the other hand, the
Iranian legal system, based on Imamiyah jurisprudence and the rule of
“al-walad li’l-firash” (Article 1167 of the Civil Code), also recognizes
the principle of the inheritance of identity from the father. This study
aims to comparatively examine the protection of these children within
the two legal systems and to propose a model for resolving their
identity crisis. Using a descriptive-analytical and comparative method,
this research analyzes the jurisprudential rule of “al-walad 1i’1-firash”
and the Uniform Judicial Precedent No. 1376 of the Supreme Court of
Iran, while also examining the fatwas of the Yazidi Supreme Spiritual
Council (Statement of April 27, 2019) and Iragi laws (Article 26 of
the Unified National Card Law). The findings indicate that Iranian
law, by distinguishing between “legal lineage” and “customary
duties” and recognizing the rapist as a “customary father,” has been
able to partially alleviate the identity confusion of these children,
whereas the Yazidi system has exacerbated the crisis by their absolute
rejection. The strengths of Iranian law include Uniform Judicial
Precedent No. 1376 and the 2019 Amendment to the Nationality Law,
but shortcomings remain, such as the non-extension of the precedent
to inheritance and compulsory guardianship, silence regarding the
mother’s guardianship, and the adherence to the religion of the
customary father. In contrast, the Yazidi/lragi system lacks any
flexibility, and the Yazidi Survivors Law (YSL 2021) has also failed
to clarify the situation of the children. The no-harm rule (1a darar) and
the rule of beneficence (ihsan) in Imamiyah jurisprudence have the
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capacity to modify the rule of “al-walad 1i’l-firash.” Practical
solutions include amending Article 26 of the Iragi Unified National
Card Law, issuing a fatwa by the Yazidi Council based on the
acceptance of a “customary father” or registration in the mother’s
name, reforming Iranian laws to grant compulsory guardianship to the
mother, and establishing an international emergency civil registration
body under the auspices of the United Nations. Despite its
shortcomings, the Iranian legal model serves as a moderate and
realistic solution that can be emulated to resolve the identity crisis of
Yazidi children.

Keywords: Sexual Violence, Rule of “al-walad li’l-firash”, Rule of
Non-Transmission of Religion through the Mother, Yazidi
Community, Right to Identity.
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Cognitive Al Governance: A Framework for Safeguarding
the Child’s Right to Mental Health
(Based on Transcendent Philosophy)

Seyedeh Mahya Seyedalikhan®

Abstract: As algorithmic dominance over children’s digital
environments expands, the phenomenon of “cognitive impatience”
and the erosion of contemplative faculties pose a fundamental
challenge to children’s rights. This research aims to propose a model
of “Cognitive Al Governance” and redefine the concept of
“Children’s Rights,” shifting from a traditional paradigm of passive
physical protection toward a proactive paradigm of safeguarding
mental health and existential capacities. Employing an analytical
approach grounded in the principles of Transcendent Philosophy, this
study examines the relationship between the cultivation of rational
faculties and human interaction with Artificial Intelligence. The
findings reveal that current governance models focus on “negative
ethics” and physical limitations; however, to uphold the fundamental
right to “intellectual autonomy,” a transition toward algorithmic
governance models aimed at enhancing cognitive capacities is
essential. To this end, four operational pillars are proposed: Capacity
Augmentation, Cultivating Mindfulness, Achievement-Based Closure,
and Intelligent Parental Empowerment. Ultimately, the paper argues
that the “Right to Cognitive Health” must be recognized as a core
children’s right in the age of Al, requiring global policy-making to
pivot from “facilitating consumption” toward “enhancing existential
capacities.”

Keywords: Al Governance, Children’s Rights, Cognitive Health,
Transcendent Philosophy, Digital Policy-making.
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An Evaluation of the Paternal Grandfather’s Guardianship
over Minors in light of the Best Interests of the Child under
Iranian Law

Hannaneh Mahmoudi®

Abstract: In Iranian law« wilayat-e gahri »is a protective legal
institution established to administer a child’s affairs and safeguard his
or her material and moral interests. Under the Civil Code, the father
and paternal grandfather exercise guardianship concurrently.
Nevertheless, in the customary practices and practical realities of
families, as long as the father is alive, the administration of the child’s
affairs is predominantly carried out by the father, while the paternal
grandfather generally does not play a direct and continuous role in the
child’s day-to-day decision-making. Consequently, upon the father’s
death, a situation arises in which the paternal grandfather continues to
be regarded as the child’s legal guardian, whereas the mother, despite
her continuous and direct involvement in the child’s life, care, and
upbringing, does not possess guardianship.In light of transformations
in family structures, the expansion of nuclear families, the increasing
educational attainment and social and economic participation of
women, and the changing role of women in family affairs, this
situation requires reconsideration. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology and drawing on legal, jurisprudential, and doctrinal
sources, the present study examines whether the continuation of the
paternal grandfather’s de facto guardianship following the father’s
death, without transferring such guardianship to the mother, is
compatible with the best interests of the child in the contemporary
family. The research hypothesis posits that, considering the mother’s
practical position in the child’s life and the necessity of prioritizing
the best interests of the child, transferring guardianship to the mother
following the termination of the father’s guardianship may provide a
more appropriate framework for protecting the child.The findings
indicate that the continuation of the paternal grandfather’s
guardianship may, in certain circumstances, give rise to conflicts
between the mother and the paternal family, thereby exposing the
child to emotional pressure and family disputes. Accordingly,
reconsidering the legal provisions governing de facto guardianship
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and providing for the transfer of guardianship to the mother following
the father’s death could constitute a step toward aligning legal rules
with the transformations of the contemporary family and more
effectively safeguarding the best interests of the child.

Keywords: wilayat-e gahri, child, best interests of the child, custody,
family law.
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Limits of Parental Authority in Publishing Children’s
Information Online: A Jurisprudential and Legal Analysis
with Emphasis on the Child’s Dignity and Best Interests

Sakine Azari!

Abstract:Background and Objective: The expansion of social
networks and data-driven services has made it possible to collect and
widely disseminate children’s images, voices, family information,
medical records, educational information and location data. Parents
frequently rely on their parental authority when deciding whether to
publish such information. However, parental publication may conflict
with the child’s dignity, privacy, security and long-term interests. This
study examines the jurisprudential and legal limits of parental
authority in publishing children’s personal information online.
Methods: This qualitative study employs descriptive-analytical,
Islamic jurisprudential and comparative methods. Relevant principles
of Imami jurisprudence, including the prohibition of harm, respect,
protection of dignity, causation and the best interests of the child, are
examined alongside the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
international instruments concerning children’s rights in the digital
environment.

Findings: The findings indicate that parental authority over children’s
information is protective and fiduciary rather than proprietary and
unlimited. Parental consent can justify publication only when the
disclosure is necessary, proportionate, free from foreseeable harm and
compatible with the child’s best interests. Consent alone cannot
legitimize publication that threatens the child’s dignity, privacy,
safety or future social and professional life. The study proposes the
concept of “parental fiduciary responsibility for the child’s digital
identity” and a six-stage test based on necessity, proportionality,
absence of harm, child participation, limitation of dissemination and
removability.

Conclusion: Effective protection of children in the digital
environment requires replacing a purely consent-based approach with
a verifiable best-interests approach. The proposed framework may
assist courts, legislators, parents and digital platforms in assessing the
legality and legitimacy of publishing children’s information.
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Critical Analysis of the Prominent View in Imami
Jurisprudence on Depriving lllegitimate Children of
Inheritance Rights

Seyyed Mohammad Medi Miri Rami*?,
Sajjad Zaferian Malekshah?

Abstract: This study examines the jurisprudential foundations for
depriving children born from illegitimate relationships of inheritance
rights. According to the predominant view in Imami jurisprudence,
the absence of legally recognized lineage, along with certain
narrations and scholarly consensus, prevents the establishment of
inheritance rights between illegitimate children and their parents.
Iranian civil law has also adopted this position. However, employing a
descriptive-analytical method and a critical approach, this research
evaluates and critiques the arguments supporting the predominant
view, aiming to provide a balanced analysis of the jurisprudential and
legal dimensions of the issue. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that
the prevailing opinion contradicts principles of divine justice, the
individual nature of punishment, the general rulings of Quranic
inheritance verses, and other authentic narrations. From an Islamic
perspective, the right to inheritance for illegitimate children remains
valid and firmly established.

Keywords: Imami, jurisprudential, deprivati, illegitimate children,
Inheritance.
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The Relationship Between Family Cultural Capital and
Children's Awareness of and Adherence to Digital Rights

Mohammad Reza Heshmati®

Abstract: The rapid expansion of new communication technologies
and the increasing presence of children in digital environments have
transformed patterns of children's socialization and made the
protection of their rights in online environments an important concern
for families. In this context, children's awareness of digital rights and
the family's capacity to support these rights may be influenced by the
cultural resources available within the family. The present study
aimed to examine the relationship between family cultural capital and
its dimensions and children's awareness of digital rights. The
theoretical framework was based on Pierre Bourdieu's theory of
cultural capital and cultural reproduction, as well as approaches to
children's agency. The study employed a descriptive-correlational and
survey research design. The statistical population consisted of parents
of children aged 7 to 12 years in Tehran during the 2025-2026
academic year. A sample of 384 participants was selected using
Cochran's formula and a multistage cluster sampling method. Data
were collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire on
children's digital rights and a cultural capital questionnaire
encompassing three dimensions: embodied, objectified, and
institutionalized cultural capital. The validity and reliability of the
instruments were assessed and confirmed. Data were analyzed using
Pearson's correlation coefficient and regression analysis.

The regression findings indicated that overall family cultural capital
had a positive and statistically significant relationship with children's
awareness of digital rights. It explained 56.2% of the variance in
children's awareness of digital rights, with a standardized coefficient
of B = 0.750 and a coefficient of determination of R* = 0.562 (F =
490.381, p < 0.001). All three dimensions of cultural capital also
showed positive and statistically significant relationships with
children's awareness of digital rights. Embodied cultural capital, with
B = 0.685 and R* = 0.469, institutionalized cultural capital, with =
0.645 and R? = 0.416, and objectified cultural capital, with f = 0.641
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and R? = 0.411, each explained a significant proportion of the
variance in children's awareness of digital rights. Among the three
dimensions, embodied cultural capital demonstrated the strongest
predictive power for children's awareness of digital rights.

The findings suggest that family cultural capital is an important factor
in shaping children's awareness of digital rights. The stronger role of
embodied cultural capital indicates that parents' internalized skills,
attitudes, and cultural capacities may play a more prominent role in
developing children's digital awareness than merely possessing
cultural resources or formal educational credentials. Therefore,
promoting children’s digital rights requires simultaneous attention to
the cultural and media empowerment of families and the development
of digital parenting skills.

Keywords: Cultural Capital, Children's Digital Rights, Embodied
Cultural Capital, Obijectified Cultural Capital, Institutionalized
Cultural Capital, Digital Awareness, Digital Parenting.
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Artificial Intelligence and the Redefinition of Children’s
Rights in the Digital Age: A Sociological Analysis of
Opportunities, Threats, and Policy Requirements

Mohammad Reza Heshmati'

Abstract: Background and Obijective: The rapid expansion of
artificial intelligence (Al) and its increasing integration into
education, communication, entertainment, and digital services have
transformed children's social environment and created new challenges
for children's rights. Beyond protection from direct harms, children's
rights in Al-mediated environments increasingly involve privacy, data
security, non-discrimination, participation, and equal access to digital
opportunities. This study aimed to provide a sociological analysis of
the opportunities, threats, and policy requirements associated with Al
and children’s rights.

Methods: A qualitative documentary research approach was
employed. Scientific articles, legal documents, and policy reports
concerning Al, children's rights, and the digital environment were
examined and analyzed thematically. The identified themes were
organized around opportunities, threats, social inequalities, and policy
requirements and subsequently interpreted from a sociological
perspective.

Results: The findings indicate that Al can contribute to children's
rights through personalized learning, improved access to information
and services, support for children with disabilities, and new
opportunities for digital participation. However, large-scale data
collection, profiling, algorithmic surveillance, discrimination,
automated decision-making, and exposure to harmful content
constitute important risks. Differences in technological access, digital
skills, and family digital capital may also result in unequal distribution
of Al-related opportunities and reproduce existing social inequalities.

Conclusion: Al is not merely a technological innovation but an
increasingly important component of social structures and governance
mechanisms in digital society. Effective protection of children's rights
therefore requires a transition from a purely protective approach
toward child-centred and justice-oriented Al governance based on
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privacy, data  security,  non-discrimination,  transparency,
accountability, equal access, and meaningful child participation.
Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Children's Rights; Algorithmic
Governance; Algorithmic Justice; Digital Inequality
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The Rights of the Child in the Context of Social
Transformations: The Imperative of Rethinking Legal
Systems

Mohammad Ta'ati Sereshkeh?

Abstract:Child rights, at the intersection of the universality of
international norms and transforming social contexts, face a
fundamental question: how can legal systems construct an effective
bridge between universal obligations and emerging realities? Focusing
on the Iranian legal system and adopting a comparative perspective on
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) and its optional
protocols, this study centers on two key transformations—the digital
revolution and the changing structure of the family—and tests the
hypothesis that the traditional protective paradigm, by treating the
child as an “object” of protection, is inadequate against networked,
cross-border, and dynamic harms. The study is qualitative and, in
purpose, fundamental-applied; it combines analytical-descriptive,
comparative, and multiple qualitative case-study methods, organizing
data at normative, institutional, and executive levels. The
documentary corpus includes Iranian legislation and regulations,
family and juvenile court practice, the CRC, and reports of
international bodies. Findings indicate that only 30% of the 23
reviewed instruments refer to cyberspace, and none comprehensively
regulates children’s digital rights; in 73% of 45 judicial cases, a
passive protective approach prevails; in fewer than 5% of cases, the
child’s views are heard; 25% of families are single-parent or blended,
and laws on custody, maintenance, and nationality remain based on
the traditional family model. This gap is not a minor implementation
defect but evidence of the inadequacy of the paradigm’s foundations.
The study’s innovation lies in proposing the “rights-based resilience”
model as a paradigmatic alternative which, through activation,
preservation, and restoration, and across five dimensions—individual,
familial, institutional, social, and digital—and five indicators—access
to justice, legal literacy, networked support, participation, and digital
security—elevates the child from “protected” to “co-constructor” of
the legal system and provides a theoretical-executive framework for
rethinking the Iranian legal system.
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Keywords: Child Rights; Rights-Based Resilience; Normative-
Executive Gap; Multilevel Governance; Iranian Legal System.
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The Right of the Child to Access to Medicine and Treatment
in International Instruments and Iranian Domestic Law From
Global Obligations to Implementation Challenges

Parinaz Momayyez*

Abstract: Background and Objective: The right to access medicine and
treatment is one of the fundamental components of the right to health. For
children, this right is of double importance because children are more
vulnerable physically, psychologically, and socially and require special
protection in domestic and international legal systems. This article aims to
examine the status of children's right to access medicine and treatment in
international instruments and Iranian domestic law and to identify its
implementation obstacles.

Method: This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
based on library resources, international instruments, domestic laws, and
related research.

Findings: The Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly Article
24, and General Comment No. 15 of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child oblige states to ensure the highest attainable standard of health,
access to essential medicines, primary care, and specialized services for
children. In Iranian domestic law, Articles 29, 3, 20, and 21 of the
Constitution and laws such as the Protection of Children and Adolescents
Act have created obligations for the government. However, shortages of
pediatric medicines, lack of appropriate formulations, high costs, weak
insurance coverage, delays in access to new medicines, economic
sanctions, and geographical inequality in distribution are among the most
important implementation challenges.

Conclusion: Full realization of children's right to access medicine and
treatment requires enacting comprehensive child health legislation,
strengthening the insurance system, increasing transparency in the
pharmaceutical supply chain, targeted support for vulnerable children,
developing domestic production of pediatric medicines, and greater
alignment with international instruments.

Keywords: Child Rights, Right to Health, Access to Medicine,
Convention on the Rights of the Child, Iranian Domestic Law.
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Challenges in Protecting Children’s Right to Education in
Armed Conflicts under International Humanitarian Law

Fatemeh Khalilit

Abstract: The right to education is a fundamental right of children
recognized in international instruments and protected, in situations of
armed conflict, through the rules of international humanitarian law.
Nevertheless, armed conflicts create insecurity and cause damage to
civilian infrastructure, seriously challenging children's access to
education and the continuity of schooling. Attacks on schools and
educational facilities, the military use of educational premises, the
destruction of educational infrastructure, displacement, and disruption
of the educational process are among the major factors threatening
this right. This study aims to examine the challenges of protecting
children's right to education during armed conflicts and to analyze the
capacity of international humanitarian law to provide protection for
this right.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on library
research. Relevant rules and principles of international humanitarian
law, international instruments and treaties concerning children's rights
and the right to education, documents and reports of international
organizations, and Persian and English scholarly sources have been
examined and analyzed.

The findings indicate that the fundamental principles of international
humanitarian law, including the principles of distinction,
proportionality, and precautions in attack, together with the special
protection afforded to children and the protection of civilians and
civilian objects, provide a significant legal framework for protecting
educational environments during armed conflicts. Nevertheless,
attacks against educational facilities, the military use of schools, the
displacement of children, and the disruption of educational
infrastructure, combined with difficulties in monitoring and enforcing
legal obligations, create a gap between legal protection and the
effective enjoyment of the right to education.

Effective protection of children's right to education during armed
conflicts requires the effective implementation of international
humanitarian law, the strengthening of prevention, monitoring, and
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accountability mechanisms, and the adoption of appropriate measures
to protect educational facilities and ensure the continuity of education
in emergency situations.

Keywords: Children's Rights; Right to Education; Armed Conflicts;
International Humanitarian Law
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The Obligation of Official Registration of Transactions
Involving the Property of Children and Adolescents in
Light of the Best Interests of the Child

Maede Lotfi !

Abstract : The present study aimed to elucidate the nature and legal
effects of the mandatory official registration of transactions involving
the property of children and adolescents, with particular emphasis on
the role of the child’s best interests and their place in the exercise of
the legal representative’s authority and the official registration
process. The study employed a descriptive-analytical method, drawing
upon laws and regulations, registration-related bylaws, legal advisory
opinions, and judicial practice. The findings demonstrated that the
requirement of official registration was not merely a formal procedure
for validating and securing a transaction; rather, in conjunction with
the rules governing guardianship and legal representation and the
obligation to safeguard the child’s welfare and best interests, it also
served a regulatory and protective function. Nevertheless, official
registration alone did not establish compliance with the child’s best
interests or the legitimacy of the legal representative’s actions and
therefore had to be distinguished from the substantive validity of the
transaction, the scope of the representative’s authority, and its
registrability. The findings further indicated that Article 45 of the
Family Protection Act had transformed the child’s best interests into a
legally operative criterion governing the exercise of statutory powers
and that, in transactions involving immovable property, this criterion
had to be considered alongside the requirements prescribed by the
Law on Mandatory Official Registration of Transactions Involving
Immovable Property and its implementing regulations. Furthermore,
the analysis of Advisory Opinion No. 7/1404/28, dated 17 Aban 1404,
issued by the Legal Department of the Judiciary, revealed that, in
matters involving the protection of the interests of children and
adolescents, registration of the legal act through standardized
contracts was insufficient and that direct action through notarial
offices was required. This approach strengthened the legal oversight
of transactions and the verification of registration-related
impediments. At the same time, substantive determination of disputes
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concerning compliance with the child’s best interests and the removal
of legal impediments remained, where appropriate, within the
jurisdiction of the competent judicial authorities. Ultimately, the study
concluded that effective protection of children’s property required
distinguishing the legal consequences of failure to comply with the
official registration requirement from those arising from transactions
contrary to the child’s best interests, while ensuring coordination
among the rules governing guardianship, child protection, and the
official registration system.

Keywords: Official Registration of Transactions; Property of
Children and Adolescents; Best Interests of the Child; Child Rights
Protection.
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Legal Responsibility in the Al Decision-Making Chain in
Military Operations: A Case Study of the Attack on Shajareh
Tayyebeh School in Minab

Hossein Mahdavi'

Abstract: The growing use of artificial intelligence and data-driven
decision-support systems in military operations has created new
challenges concerning the attribution of legal responsibility for decisions
produced through such technologies. The central question is how legal
responsibility should be assessed when an error arises from data, analysis,
or an algorithmic output within a chain involving intelligence analysts,
system developers, military operators, commanders, and final decision-
makers. This study aims to clarify the criteria for attributing legal
responsibility within such a chain, with particular focus on the attack on
Shajareh Tayyebeh School in Minab. Using a descriptive-analytical and
documentary approach, the research combines international humanitarian
law with scholarship on Al responsibility and algorithmic decision-
making. It examines factors including the quality and reliability of data,
foreseeability of error, degree of human control, possibility of
intervention or suspension, decision-makers’ knowledge, and traceability
of the decision-making process. The findings indicate that an algorithmic
error, by itself, neither transfers nor eliminates human legal responsibility.
Where system limitations or errors are foreseeable and meaningful
opportunities for verification, correction, or intervention exist but are not
adequately exercised, legal assessment should shift from the technical
performance of the system to the conduct of relevant human and
institutional actors. The Minab case illustrates the potential legal
significance of outdated intelligence, inadequate verification, and
deficiencies in human oversight, although available public evidence does
not conclusively establish that a specific Al system selected the school as
a target. Accordingly, legal responsibility in Al-assisted military
operations should not be attributed to the machine as an independent legal
actor, but should be assessed through the role, control, knowledge,
foreseeability, and preventive capacity of human actors throughout the
decision-making chain.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Legal Responsibility; Military
Operations; International Humanitarian Law; Minab School Attack
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Legal Challenges of Protecting Children in Armed Conflicts
Department of Public Law

Mohammad Sadegh Jafari*', Sadegh Tariverdi?,
Mohammad Hossein Sadeghi®

Abstract: Background and Aim: Children are among the most
vulnerable groups in armed conflicts. Although they play no role in
initiating or prolonging war, they bear the greatest harm to their rights
to life, education, health, and family security. In contemporary
conflicts, with the expansion of internal conflicts and the extensive
presence of non-State armed actors, children face direct attacks in
addition to indirect harm; they are turned into child soldiers, abducted,
and subjected to sexual violence. Despite an extensive international
legal framework, including international humanitarian law, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and its Optional Protocols, a
profound gap remains between these norms and realities on the
ground.

Materials and Methods: This theoretical study used a descriptive-
analytical method, drawing on library research of international
instruments, legal books, and scholarly articles.

Findings: The existing legal system is relatively rich in normative
terms but faces four principal implementation challenges: normative
and interpretive challenges, including ambiguity in defining direct
participation in hostilities and overlap between humanitarian law and
human rights law; implementation and monitoring challenges,
particularly the difficulty of compelling non-State armed actors to
comply; accountability and justice challenges, including barriers to
criminal prosecution and tension between punitive and restorative
approaches; and emerging challenges, such as the use of children in
cyberspace, long-term psychosocial harm, and neglected gender
dimensions.

Ethical Considerations: Principles of scholarly integrity, honesty,
accurate citation, and avoidance of unscientific bias were observed.
Conclusion: Protection of children in armed conflicts must not be
confined to theoretical prohibitions but should be pursued through a
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preventive, protective, and restorative system linking legal
prohibition, criminal responsibility, and post-crisis measures,
including psychological rehabilitation and return to education.
Strengthening enforcement, effective criminalization, and prioritising
the best interests of the child are the principal means of reducing the
harm of war to children.

Keywords: Children in Armed Conflicts, International Humanitarian
Law, Child Soldiers, Child Protection, International Criminal Court,
Non-State Armed Actors.
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Status-Based Presumptions and the Burden of Justification:
The Best Interests of the Child under Article 3(1) CRC and
Sunni—-Imami Islamic Family Law

Mohsen taghizadeh'!

Abstract: Background: The principle that the best interests of the
child shall be a primary consideration is the normative core of Article
3(1) of the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
and of its authoritative interpretation in General Comment No. 14
(2013). Islamic jurisprudence has long articulated child-protective
doctrines — guardianship (wilayah), custody (hadanah) and the higher
objectives of the law (magasid al-shari’ah) — yet the legal
relationship between these doctrines and the CRC standard remains
under-theorised, particularly within the Imami/Shi’i tradition.
Objective: This article asks whether the two frameworks are
reconcilable, complementary or structurally divergent, by comparing
their legal status, interpretive criteria and allocation of decisional
authority. Method: A doctrinal, text-based comparative-law analysis
of the CRC, General Comments Nos. 12 and 14, Qur’anic sources,
and Sunni and Imami juristic and academic literature. Findings and
analysis: This article argues that the decisive divergence lies not in
whether the child’s welfare is central — both systems affirm that it is
— but in where the burden of justification falls. Under Article 3(1),
the decision-maker must affirmatively demonstrate, through a
reasoned and individualised assessment, that the outcome serves the
child; under classical and much positive Islamic family law, status-
based rules (paternal wilayah, age- and sex-based hadanah thresholds)
apply presumptively and yield only to maslahah or the avoidance of
clear harm. Disaggregating the CRC’s tripartite characterisation, the
study finds a strong Islamic analogue to best interests as an
interpretive principle (magasid), a textually available but under-
developed analogue to the substantive right (notably in the Imami
“right of the child” reconstruction), and only a weak analogue to the
procedural rule. Convergence is deepest on harm-prevention and
welfare-oriented reasoning; tension is sharpest on child participation
tied to fixed developmental thresholds and on sex-based
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classifications, which the CRC Committee reads against Article 2
absent independent welfare justification. Conclusion: On this basis,
the author contends that the more defensible course is reform from
within rather than formal alignment with the CRC’s wording: the
magasid literature, not the bare CRC text, is the productive site of
engagement, since by converting status-based presumptions into
rebuttable proxies for welfare it offers an internally legitimate
pathway to individualised best-interests determinations without
wholesale doctrinal transplantation. Whether maslahah-based
discretion can discharge states’ CRC obligations in substance remains
an open question.

Keywords: best interests of the child; burden of justification; Islamic
family law (Imami and Sunni); guardianship and custody; Convention
on the Rights of the Child; magasid al-shari’ah
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Criminal protection of Children’s Mental Health on Social
Media: Challenges and Limits of Intervention in Iranian Law

Rabab Fayyazi'

Abstract: Social media offers children and adolescents opportunities
for education, communication, participation, and access to
information. At the same time, it may expose them to cyberbullying,
threats, public humiliation, disclosure of personal data and private
images, online sexual exploitation, sextortion, self-harm-promoting
content, and problematic use. Depending on their nature, severity,
repetition, reach, and the child’s vulnerability, these risks may
contribute to anxiety, depression, low self-esteem, sleep disturbance,
social isolation, and, in serious cases, self-harm. This descriptive-
analytical study examines the capacities and limits of criminal
intervention in protecting children’s mental health on social media
through Iranian laws and regulations, international instruments, and
academic literature. The findings indicate that clearly defined conduct
with the required legal elements—including threats, insult,
dissemination of falsehoods, defamation, disclosure of secrets,
publication of private images or videos, unauthorized access to data,
sexual exploitation of children, and online contact with a child for
sexual abuse—may justify criminal intervention. By contrast,
extensive social-media use, ordinary peer conflicts, merely
inappropriate content, and harms arising from social comparison
should primarily be addressed through education, counselling, family
and school support, social-work intervention, platform regulation, and
restorative responses, unless a specific criminal act, the required
mental element, and a serious risk or harm are established. Iran’s Law
on the Protection of Children and Adolescents (2020), the Computer
Crimes Act, the Islamic Penal Code, and the Criminal Procedure Code
provide partial protections. Criminal law should therefore remain a
measure of last resort, confined to intentional, serious, attributable
conduct causing or creating a substantial risk of harm.

Keywords: Child mental health; Social media; Cyberbullying;
Criminal protection; Criminal policy.
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A Criminological Analysis of the Effects of War on
Children's Mental Health and the Role of Restorative
Justice in Supporting Them

Hamid Poureisa*', Arezoo Tajook?, Saman Javadpoor®

Abstract: War and armed conflict, beyond physical harm and
material deprivation, leave profound and enduring effects on
children's mental health that can shape behavioral, cognitive, and
social patterns for years after conflict ends. From a criminological
perspective, these psychological injuries carry added significance, as
research literature indicates a meaningful relationship between
childhood trauma exposure and the emergence of risky or delinquent
behavior in adulthood.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study examines
the theoretical foundations of war's psychological effects on children
from clinical psychology and criminology perspectives, analyzes
criminological theories related to the intergenerational cycle of
violence, and reviews protective mechanisms under the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. The study's central focus is examining the
capacity of restorative justice — as opposed to the traditional
retributive approach — to respond to the specific needs of war-
affected children, an approach tested in the experience of the Sierra
Leone Truth and Reconciliation Commission and Rwanda's local
Gacaca courts.

Findings indicate that restorative justice, through its focus on
repairing social bonds and rebuilding a child's identity — in contrast
to a punishment-centered approach — holds greater capacity for
effectively supporting the mental health of war-affected children;
however, its implementation faces serious challenges, including
resource shortages, tension with classical criminal justice principles,
and difficulty standardizing across different cultural contexts.
Keywords: Children's Mental Health, War, Clinical Criminology,
Restorative Justice, Childhood Trauma
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Criminal Protection of Children against Online Sexual
Abuse in Light of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and International Instruments

Hamid Poureisa*', Arezoo Tajook?, Saman Javadpoor®

Abstract: The rapid expansion of digital technologies and children's
increasing access to cyberspace have created a new frontier for one of
the most alarming forms of child victimization in the contemporary
era: online sexual abuse. This phenomenon—encompassing the
production and distribution of child sexual abuse material, online
grooming processes, and threat-based sexual extortion (sextortion)—
poses unprecedented challenges for national and international legal
systems due to its cross-border nature, rapid dissemination, and the
difficulty of digital tracing.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study examines
the theoretical and criminological foundations of this phenomenon,
along with protective mechanisms established under the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, the Optional Protocol on the Sale of
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, the Council of
Europe's Lanzarote Convention, and the Budapest Convention on
Cybercrime. A comparative analysis of the legal systems of Iran,
France, and the United Kingdom is also conducted.

Findings indicate that despite substantial normative development,
significant gaps persist in cross-border cooperation, the criminal
liability of digital intermediaries, and balancing encrypted privacy
against the necessity of detecting criminal content. The study
proposes strengthening international cooperation and enhancing
preventive protective frameworks.

Keywords: Online Sexual Abuse, Children, Convention on the Rights
of the Child, Cyber Criminal Law, Digital Sexual Exploitation
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Children’s Privacy in the Age of Artificial Intelligence: The
Conflict Between the Child’s Right to Privacy and the
Necessity of Parental Monitoring

Ali Javid®, Razieh Saberi™ Ali Saffari®

Abstract: The proliferation of artificial intelligence and Al-based
technologies has transformed the ways in which children interact,
learn, and receive care. In this context, although parental monitoring
of children’s digital activities is essential for preventing cyber-related
harms and safeguarding their security, it may conflict with the child’s
right to privacy, autonomy, and evolving capacity for self-
determination. This study aims to examine the scope and legal
foundations of the conflict between the child’s right to privacy and the
necessity of parental supervision in the age of artificial intelligence,
and to propose a balanced framework for safeguarding both children’s
rights and security. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology based on library and documentary research.
Accordingly, the principles of children’s rights, relevant legal
instruments and regulations concerning privacy, the legal
responsibilities and authority of parents, and the implications of
artificial intelligence technologies for children’s digital lives are
examined and analyzed. The findings indicate that parental
monitoring, where pursued for a legitimate purpose and exercised in
accordance with the principle of proportionality, may constitute a
legitimate protective measure. However, pervasive or covert
surveillance, particularly when undertaken without due regard to the
child’s age and level of maturity, may result in an infringement of
privacy and undermine the child’s developing autonomy.
Furthermore, the use of artificial intelligence for monitoring
children’s behavior, given its capacity to collect, process, analyze, and
predict personal data, reinforces the need to observe the principles of
data minimization, transparency, and information security. Effective
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protection of children in the age of artificial intelligence requires a
shift from maximal surveillance toward protective, proportionate, and
developmentally appropriate parental supervision, thereby ensuring
that the child’s security is safeguarded without unduly compromising
the right to privacy and evolving autonomy.

Keywords: Child Privacy, Artificial Intelligence, Parental
Monitoring, Children’s Rights, Digital Security
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The Impact of the Climate Emergency on Children’s
Fundamental Rights: A Comparative Study of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and Emerging
International Judicial Developments

Prichehr Ghanbari*!, Mohammad Reza Rashnavadi?

Abstract: Background and objective: The climate emergency
connects the protection of children’s rights to life, health and
development with transboundary and intergenerational questions. This
study examines the capacity of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC) and recent advisory opinions to clarify States’ climate
obligations and the limits of children’s access to remedies.

Methods: A descriptive-analytical method and qualitative
comparative document analysis are employed. Relevant CRC
provisions and General Comment No. 26 are compared with the 2024
advisory opinion of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
and the 2025 opinions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
and the International Court of Justice. Institutional follow-up through
General Assembly resolution 80/263 of 2026 is also considered. The
comparison  addresses legal foundations, due diligence,
intergenerational protection and enforcement limits.

Findings: The classification of anthropogenic greenhouse gas
emissions as marine pollution, recognition of a right to a healthy
climate within the Inter-American system, and identification of the
erga omnes character of certain climate obligations strengthen
reliance on existing rights. Nevertheless, advisory opinions differ
from contentious judgments, and erga omnes obligations do not
automatically confer standing on children before every court.
Conclusion: These developments primarily clarify and strengthen
existing obligations rather than suddenly create binding climate law.
A “right to a livable future” is proposed as an interpretative
framework connecting children’s rights and intergenerational equity,
not as an independently and uniformly enforceable right across all
jurisdictions. Effective protection requires child-sensitive climate
impact assessment, meaningful participation and appropriate
remedies.
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Keywords: Climate emergency; Children’s fundamental rights;
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Assessing the Nexus of Family and State Roles in
Safeguarding Children’s Rights in the Digital Space

Samin Esmaeilzdian®

Abstract: The rapid expansion of the digital ecosystem and children’s
transition from traditional to digital environments have disrupted
classical protection models, engendering fourfold risks—content,
contact, conduct, and commercial. Given their structural and
algorithmic nature, these risks transcend the scope of traditional
parental oversight. This research aims to delineate a jurisprudential-
legal model for safeguarding children's rights in the digital space,
while establishing the boundaries of parental Wilayah (guardianship)
relative to state responsibility. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical
methodology through content analysis and library research, this study
addresses the core research question: What are the respective
obligations of the family and the state in safeguarding children’s
rights within the digital realm? Analysis of Imami jurisprudence and
relevant legal frameworks indicates that Wilayah and custody
(Hadanat) constitute both a right and a duty for parents. Accordingly,
parents are obligated to exercise proportionate, interest-oriented
oversight of the child's digital life, grounded in doctrines such as La
Darar (non-injury), Ghibtat-e Mawla-alayh (safeguarding the ward's
best interests), and the child's welfare. Simultaneously, based on the
institution of Hisbah and Siyasah Shari'iyyah (Sharia-based policy),
the state is mandated to act as a complementary and enabling force,
sanitizing digital infrastructure, enforcing age-appropriate design,
restricting harmful algorithms, and protecting children's data privacy.
Findings demonstrate that child protection in the digital age is
achieved neither through individualistic human rights paradigms nor
through maximalist state intervention; rather, it requires a networked
model of integrated responsibilities where the family remains the
primary agent of upbringing, and the state serves as the structural
supporter.

Keywords: Family Guardianship (Wilayah), State Role, Institution of
Hisbah, Child Protection, Digital Space.
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Criteria for Identifying Premises Used by Children as
Military Obijectives in Armed Conflicts: With Particular
Emphasis on Effective Contribution to Military Action,
Denfinite Military Advantage and the Challenges of
Autonomous Weapons Systems

Rokhsareh Vaziri Goudarzi*!, Mohammad Arab Tat?,
Fatemeh Zibaee®

Abstract: The military use of places used by children during armed
conflicts raises complex questions concerning child protection and
compliance with international humanitarian law. The main question is
whether military use or proximity to a military objective, by itself, can
result in the loss of protection and transformation of such places into
military objectives. This study examines the criteria for such
identification, particularly the simultaneous fulfillment of effective
contribution to military action and definite military advantage, in light
of international humanitarian law, relevant instruments, judicial
practice, and the positions of international bodies. It also addresses
challenges arising from the use of autonomous weapons in identifying
and targeting such places. The findings indicate that proximity,
temporary use, or dual use does not, in itself, alter the legal status of a
place without fulfillment of the required conditions. Even where a
place qualifies as a military objective, the principles of proportionality
and necessary precautions, together with the special protection
afforded to children, remain applicable. Accordingly, neither military
necessity nor automated targeting can justify disregarding the legal
protections afforded to children.

Keywords: Children; Armed Conflicts; Military Objectives; Civilian
Objects; Effective Contribution to Military Action; Definite Military
Advantage
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States’ International Obligations and Responsibility for
Climate Change Impacts on Children’s Rights

Ali Farahzadi, Seyed Nasrollah Ebrahimi*?

Abstract: Climate change increasingly threatens children’s rights to
health, education and life through heat, water and food insecurity,
disease, climate-related disasters and disruption of essential public
services. This article examines States’ obligations in relation to
foreseeable climate impacts on these rights and identifies the legal
steps required to move from risk to breach and international
responsibility. It uses a doctrinal, documentary and descriptive-
analytical method, drawing on the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, climate instruments, the general law of State responsibility,
human rights interpretations, selected judicial and quasi-judicial
practice, and relevant scientific evidence. The findings show that State
obligations arise before harm occurs and encompass risk prevention
and mitigation, adaptation and continuity of essential services,
regulation of private actors, the best interests of the child, non-
discrimination and meaningful participation. The cumulative and
transboundary character of climate change does not exclude the
application of human rights obligations. Responsibility in a particular
case, however, requires separate assessment of the primary obligation,
standard of conduct, breach, attribution and, where reparation for
specific harm is sought, causation and injury. The article proposes a
staged analytical model linking climate risk and the threatened right to
obligation, breach, attribution and the legal consequences of
responsibility. Effective protection therefore requires integrating
children’s rights into mitigation and adaptation policies and tailoring
remedies to the preventive and reparative dimensions of those
obligations.

Keywords: children’s rights; climate change; State obligations;
international responsibility; rights to health, education and life.
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Children’s Privacy and Digital Identity in the Age of
Generative Al: A Comparative Assessment of Iranian Legal
Gaps and Protective Solutions

Reza Gholipour Goudarzi*

Abstract: Background and objective: Generative artificial
intelligence enables not only data disclosure but also the creation of
images and voices attributed to children. Privacy protection alone is
therefore insufficient to safeguard digital identity. This study assesses
Iranian legal protections against these threats in comparison with
international instruments and selected frameworks in the European
Union, the United Kingdom, and California. Methods: The study is
applied-developmental in purpose and descriptive-analytical in nature,
with a comparative approach. Documents were collected through
library research and examined using qualitative content analysis
across four dimensions: privacy, digital identity, technological risks,
and protective mechanisms. Findings: The Iranian laws examined
provide grounds for protecting dignity and addressing the
dissemination or manipulation of images, but do not establish a
coherent, child-specific framework for data processing, preventive
risk assessment, or the duties of generative-Al providers. The central
gap is thus not a complete absence of protection, but the
predominance of responses after harm over preventive safeguards.
The selected frameworks offer complementary tools for risk
assessment, safety-by-design, and privacy-by-default. Their differing
scopes and enforcement mechanisms, however, prevent them from
being treated as a single comprehensive regime. Conclusion: Reform
in Iran should supplement existing protections with child-rights
impact assessment, data minimization, restrictions on profiling, and
provider duties proportionate to each actor’s role. Digital identity
harms also require rapid content removal, preservation of evidence,
and effective access to remedies. Labelling synthetic content cannot,
by itself, replace these safeguards.

Keywords: Children’s Rights, Generative Al, Digital Privacy, Digital
Identity, Legal Protection
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The fetus's right to life in the context of fetal reduction in

multiple pregnancies resulting from assisted reproductive

technologies; a comparative study of the legal systems of
Iran and England

Ali Boloori*

Abstract: While childbearing by assisted reproductive technologies
offers numerous benefits, it also entails significant legal and ethical
challenges. The rise in multiple pregnancies and the consequent need
to eliminate one or more fetuses are among the issues that have
emerged as a result of the expanding use of these technologies.
Objective: Every legal system holds different perspectives on the
issue of fetal reduction for various reasons. In this context, the
regulations of Iran and England is worth examining, given the
significant advancements both countries have made in infertility
treatment and the use of assisted reproductive technologies.

.Method: In this study, legal perspectives about fetus and its rights
and regulations governing abortion and fetal reduction in the two legal
systems of Iran and England, have been examined using library
method and by studying existing books and articles.

Results: In the legal system of Iran, despite the lack of direct
reference by the legislator, and in the legal system of England,
according to the legislator's clarification, fetal reduction is considered
a type of medical abortion and can be performed by observing the
regulations about abortion. Because the final result of fetal reduction,
like abortion, is deprivation of life from one or more fetuses, and for
this reason, it is not possible to remove one or more fetuses without a
medical reason.

Conclusions: Legislation and limiting the number of embryos
transferred in each IVF cycle has a significant influence on reducing
the number of multiple pregnancies and, consequently, eliminating the
need for embryo reduction. As, with legislation in this regard in
England, the rate of multiple pregnancies has decreased significantly.
In our country, by enacting acts or instructions in this area, the
medical, legal and ethical effects and consequences of multiple
pregnancies and fetal reduction can be minimized.
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The Attack on Minab School in Light of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child: Violation of the Right to Life,
Education, and Protection in Armed Conflicts

Seyedeh Leila Naghibzadeh**, Mohammad Karimi?

Abstract: Background and Aim: On February 28, 2026, during the
US-Israeli war with Iran, the Shajareh Tayyebeh elementary school in
Minab, Hormozgan Province, was targeted in an airstrike. The attack
was carried out with a Tomahawk cruise missile during school hours
while 264 students were present in classrooms. This study aims to
analyze the legal dimensions of the Minab school attack in light of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and to examine
violations of the right to life, the right to education, and the protection
of children in armed conflicts.

Method: This descriptive-analytical research employs a library and
documentary method, examining the provisions of the CRC
(particularly Articles 6, 28, and 38), the Geneva Conventions and
Additional Protocols, the Rome Statute (Article 8), reports from
international bodies (UNICEF, OHCHR, and UN Special
Rapporteurs), and Human Rights Council resolutions.

Findings: The Minab school attack resulted in the deaths of 168
children aged 7 to 12 and injured more than 96 others. Schools are
civilian objects protected under international humanitarian law, and
children are explicitly protected under these laws. The attack occurred
during school hours using precision-guided munitions, indicating
violations of the principles of distinction and proportionality. UN
Special Rapporteurs have deemed this act a war crime under Article 8
of the Rome Statute. Furthermore, the attack constitutes two of the six
grave violations against children in armed conflict (killing and
maiming of children and attacks on schools). The UN Human Rights
Council held an urgent debate on this matter on March 27, 2026.
Conclusion: The Minab school attack constitutes a clear violation of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Articles 6, 28, and 38) and
the fundamental principles of international humanitarian law. Beyond
depriving children of their rights to life and education, the attack
violates States' obligation to protect children in armed conflicts. An

1. Ph.D. Student, Department of Law, Saveh Branch, Islamic Azad University, Saveh,
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independent, impartial, and effective investigation, along with
accountability for the perpetrators of this war crime, are requirements
of the international legal order.

Keywords: Convention on the Rights of the Child, Right to Life,
Right to Education, Minab School Attack, Armed Conflicts
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Privacy Violations and Algorithmic Discrimination in Al
Chidren’s: Emerging Challenges in
"lranian Legal System"

Fariborz Safari**, Seyedeh Faezeh Khalafvand?

Abstract: Background: The application of artificial intelligence (Al)
systems in interactive platforms for children, while creating
educational and therapeutic opportunities, has also raised emerging
challenges concerning the protection of children’s rights. These
challenges have increasingly attracted the attention of legal scholars
and provided grounds for research at the intersection of Al and
children’s rights. Among the most significant concerns are privacy
violations resulting from the extensive collection and processing of
children’s behavioral and biometric data, as well as algorithmic
discrimination arising from biases in training data and the lack of
transparency in algorithmic decision-making processes. These
challenges may restrict children’s equal access to digital services and
contribute to the reproduction of gender and social stereotypes.
Objective: This study aims to examine the legal challenges arising
from privacy violations and algorithmic discrimination in Al-based
environments and to assess the capacity of the Iranian legal system to
provide effective protection for children’s rights.

Methods: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and
employs a comparative approach. Relevant regulations and
instruments of the European Union, particularly those concerning
high-risk Al systems, UNESCO documents, and the practices of
regulatory authorities, are examined alongside the laws and
regulations of Iran.

Results: The findings indicate that traditional privacy-protection
frameworks, including the concept of “one-time consent,” have
limited effectiveness in addressing the dynamic and continuous nature
of children’s data processing. Furthermore, legislative gaps in the
Iranian legal system, particularly regarding liability for and oversight
of algorithmic decision-making and the protection of children’s data,
require reconsideration. Moving from static consent toward “dynamic
and graduated consent” proportionate to the child’s age and level of
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cognitive development, together with requiring a “Child Rights
Impact Assessment” prior to the public deployment of Al systems, are
among the key measures identified by this study. In addition,
establishing a right to an explanation concerning algorithmic
decisions and creating an independent oversight mechanism for
children’s data could provide more effective legal protection.
Conclusion: Effective protection of children in the age of Al requires
a shift from a purely restrictive approach toward smart, preventive,
and risk-based regulation. Such an approach should safeguard the best
interests of the child while ensuring safe and equitable access to the
opportunities offered by Al.

Keywords: Privacy; Algorithmic Discrimination; Children’s Rights;
Artificial Intelligence; Child Rights Impact Assessment; Smart
Regulation; Iranian Legal System.
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The Effectiveness of a Children’s Rights Educational
Program on the Awareness and Attitudes of Fifth-Grade
Elementary Students in Alborz Province

Soraya ghorehjili*

Abstract:Background and Purpose: Teaching children's rights at
the primary school level plays a crucial role in fostering responsible,
ethical, and informed citizens, and can pave the way for positive
social behaviors and respect for the rights of others. The aim of the
present study was to investigate the impact of a children's rights
educational program on enhancing the awareness and attitudes of
fifth-grade students in Alborz Province. Method: This study
employed a quasi-experimental design with pre-test and post-test
assessments involving both experimental and control groups. The
statistical population consisted of primary school students in District 3
of Alborz Province during the 2024-2025 academic year. Using a
convenience sampling method, 30 fifth-grade students were selected
and randomly assigned to either the experimental group (15 students)
or the control group (15 students). The experimental group
participated in an eight-session educational program characterized by
an active, experience-based approach. Data collection involved a
researcher-made awareness test and a questionnaire assessing attitudes
toward children's rights. The content validity of the instruments was
evaluated by three professors and experts, and their reliability was
confirmed using Cronbach's alpha coefficient. Data were analyzed
using multivariate analysis of covariance (MANCOVA). Findings:
The results indicated that, after controlling for pre-test scores, there
was a significant difference between the experimental and control
groups regarding awareness of and attitudes toward children's rights.
The MANCOVA results demonstrated a significant overall effect of
group membership on the dependent variables (Wilks’” Lambda =
0.348, F(2, 25) = 23.393, p < 0.001). In univariate analyses, a
significant difference was observed between the two groups regarding
awareness of children's rights (F(1,27)=50.252, p<0.001, n?p=0.650),
as well as regarding attitudes toward children's rights (F(1,27)=4.993,
p=0.034, n?p=0.156). Conclusion: The present study demonstrated
that a children's rights educational program has a positive impact on
increasing awareness and improving the attitudes of fifth-grade
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primary school students. The findings indicate that targeted and
systematic education in this area can strengthen students'
understanding and attitudes, playing an effective role in fostering
responsible social behaviors. These results confirm the importance of
designing and implementing practical, evidence-based educational
programs concerning children's rights and offer valuable guidance for
enhancing teaching-learning processes.

Keywords: Active learning, awareness, children's rights, fifth-grade
primary school, attitude, quasi-experimental.
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Continuity of Children’s Right to Education in Armed
Conflicts: The Interaction between Human Rights
Obligations and Rules of International Humanitarian Law;
A Case Study of Shajareh Tayyebeh Minab School

Abbas Karimi*!, Meisam Nasrollahi?, Emad Nobakht®

Abstract: In armed conflicts, violations of children's right to
education are not confined to the physical destruction of schools.
Insecurity, disrupted access, loss of educational capacity, and the
psychological effects of conflict may impair this right for prolonged
periods. Protection of education must therefore be assessed
throughout the conflict, beyond the moment of attack. Using a
descriptive-analytical method and a doctrinal legal approach, this
study examines the interaction between human rights obligations and
international humanitarian law in ensuring the continuity of children's
right to education. The framework is applied to the criminal attack on
Shajareh Tayyebeh School in Minab. The analysis is structured
around three stages: before an attack, during military operations, and
after the attack. At the first stage, preventive obligations and
preservation of the educational environment's civilian character are
essential. During operations, accurate target verification, distinction,
and precautionary obligations form the core of legal protection. Once
harm has occurred, the focus shifts to restoring safe access, providing
alternative education, ensuring psychosocial support, and rebuilding
educational capacity. The nature, legal basis, and bearer of obligations
differ across stages; responsibility arising from violations of the rules
of armed conflict must therefore be distinguished from the territorial
State's subsequent protective obligations. The Minab case shows that
the legal assessment of a crime against an educational environment
does not end with establishing the school's civilian character or the
operation's unlawfulness; its effects on children's actual ability to
continue education must also be assessed. The educational,
psychological, and social measures undertaken by the Islamic
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Republic of Iran, together with broad participation of civic and
volunteer groups, illustrate the practical dimension of continuity.
Effective protection of the right to education thus requires linking
harm prevention, responsibility arising from military operations, and
children's genuine, sustainable return to education.

Keywords: Children’s Right to Education; Armed Conflicts;
International Humanitarian Law; International Human Rights Law;
Protection of Schools
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Legal and Ethical Challenges in the Application of Artificial
Intelligence to Children’s Rights: A Narrative Review and
Conceptual Analysis of Protection and Governance
Frameworks

Sheida Sharifi Saki!, Mahmoud Abbasi*?

Abstract: The expansion of artificial intelligence (Al) across
education, commercial platforms, child protection systems, and health
services offers opportunities to improve service delivery while raising
concerns about privacy, discrimination, continuous surveillance,
automated decision-making, and long-term effects on children. This
study examines the conceptual and normative implications of Al-
related risks for children’s rights and identifies requirements for
rights-based governance. A narrative review and conceptual-
normative analysis were conducted. Sources addressing Al
applications affecting children, technical and institutional risks, and
relevant legal frameworks were examined in relation to the principles
and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The
analysis indicates that potential harms do not arise solely from
technical model errors; they may also result from interactions among
system design, commercial incentives, unbalanced data, institutional
practices, and inadequate oversight and accountability. Data collection
and accumulation, profiling, prediction, classification, continuous
monitoring, content personalization, and algorithmic decision-making
may affect children’s privacy, identity, equality, participation,
development, and access to opportunities. Four recurring patterns
were identified: surveillance and data accumulation; algorithmic bias
and discrimination; the stabilization of future pathways through
prediction; and constraints on cognitive autonomy through
commercial content curation. Al governance affecting children
requires child-rights impact assessments, data minimization, age-
appropriate transparency, human oversight and review, access to
contestation and remedy, and meaningful child participation. The
concept of an “open future” can serve as an analytical standard for
assessing whether data-driven decisions preserve or restrict children’s
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future opportunities for development, change, and self-determination.
Keywords: Artificial intelligence; children’s rights; Convention on
the Rights of the Child; governance; open future; structural harms
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Continuity of Children’s Right to Education in Armed
Conflict: Legal Requirements for School Protection and
Learning Continuity

Ahmad Mashkouri*, Mahmoud Abbasi*? Tayebeh Ilagi Nejad®

Abstract: Background and Aim: Armed conflict disrupts children’s
right to education through attacks on educational facilities, military
use of schools, displacement, and unsafe access routes. Protecting this
right requires more than safeguarding school buildings; it also
requires continuity of learning and recovery of educational capacity.
This study aimed to analyze the legal and policy requirements for
protecting children’s right to education during armed conflict and to
propose an analytical framework connecting protection, continuity,
and recovery

Methods: An analytical-documentary review was conducted.
International instruments on children’s rights and education, selected
rules of international humanitarian law, relevant United Nations
resolutions, the Safe Schools Declaration, academic studies, and
credible international reports were examined. Materials were analyzed
according to three dimensions: protection of educational
environments, continuity of learning, and educational recovery. This
was not a systematic review and does not claim to provide an
exhaustive search of all available literature

Findings: The reviewed sources indicate that the right to education
does not cease during armed conflict. International humanitarian law
also provides protections for civilians and civilian objects, although
the legal status of a particular school or attack must be assessed in
light of the applicable rules and circumstances. Beyond direct attacks,
military use of schools, unsafe routes, displacement, and teacher
shortages can undermine children’s actual access to education. The
analysis highlights the need to connect preventive measures with
alternative learning arrangements and educational recovery plans
Conclusion: Effective protection of children’s right to education
during armed conflict requires a multidimensional approach. The
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proposed three-stage framework of protection, continuity, and
recovery may help organize legal and policy measures and develop
evaluation indicators. Its practical validity and effectiveness require
further field-based research

Keywords: Child rights; Right to education; Armed conflict; School
protection; Education in emergencies
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The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Children's Education
and Its Impact on Educational Equity

Mehrdad Teymouri**, Taha Eslami®

Abstract: Background and Aim: Education has undoubtedly long
been recognized as a fundamental human right and a cornerstone of
sustainable development and the reduction of structural inequalities.
Today, while the profound transformations and rapid encroachment of
smart technologies into the educational landscape—particularly
within the realm of virtual learning—initially promised equitable
access to education and equal opportunities, in practice, they have
fostered new and more complex layers of inequality due to the digital
divide and societal disparities in this regard. Consequently, this study
was conducted with the aim of identifying the barriers to achieving
educational equity in virtual learning environments and examining
their impact on children's education.

Method: The present study was conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method and a qualitative approach, relying on library
research and a comparative analysis of sources concerning children's
rights and artificial intelligence.

Results: Findings indicate that the persistence and deepening of
educational injustice stem from multifaceted inequalities—including
disparities in infrastructure access, a lack of digital literacy,
socioeconomic status gaps, and a highly uneven distribution of
physical and technological resources across schools—all of which
directly impact the quality of learning. Furthermore, existing
regulations prove ineffective due to their reactive and generalized
nature and the absence of *ex-ante* mechanisms (such as child rights
impact assessments) capable of addressing the "black box" nature and
agency-driven character of artificial intelligence.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that integrating technology without
regard for economic, cultural, and social contexts leads to the
emergence of a complex phenomenon known as the digital divide.
This concept underscores that technology is not inherently neutral,
without precise policymaking, it fails to alleviate existing inequalities
and instead accelerates the reproduction and deepening of educational
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disparities. Therefore, a strategic and operational model leveraging
artificial intelligence technologies is required to foster educational
equity.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Education, Educational Equity,
Virtual Education, Smart Education, Social Inequality.
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Protecting Children’s Rights in the Age of Artificial
Intelligence: An Analysis of Legal Challenges and
Regulatory Requirements in Iranian Law

Mahmoud Abbasi*!, Fatemeh Ghiyasi?, Hana Piri®

Abstract: Background and Objective: The expanding use of
artificial intelligence in areas such as education, healthcare, social
services, and digital environments, while creating opportunities to
improve children’s access to and the quality of services, has also
introduced new risks to their rights and interests. The main objective
of this study is to assess the capacities and gaps within Iran’s legal
framework for protecting children against these risks and to identify
the regulatory requirements for artificial intelligence from a rights-
based perspective.

Methods:This study employed a descriptive-analytical approach
through an examination of international child rights instruments,
domestic laws and regulations, and policy documents related to
artificial intelligence.

Results: The findings indicate that the major legal challenges include
the collection and processing of children’s personal data, threats to
privacy and data security, algorithmic discrimination and bias,
automated decision-making lacking sufficient transparency, the
production and dissemination of harmful content, the misuse of
children’s images and information, and the potential impacts of
artificial intelligence on children’s autonomy, dignity, and
development. Under Iranian law, the Law on the Protection of
Children and Adolescents and regulations concerning cybercrimes
provide certain capacities for addressing some forms of harm and
exploitation of children. However, these provisions have not been
specifically designed to address the characteristics of artificial
intelligence systems, algorithmic decision-making, and the lifecycle
of children’s data processing. Furthermore, the National Document on
Artificial Intelligence of the Islamic Republic of Iran, while
emphasizing justice, dignity, and human rights, sets out general
protective orientations but lacks detailed requirements and specific
mechanisms concerning children’s rights.
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Conclusion:Based on the findings of the study, effective protection of
children requires the explicit recognition of children’s rights within
artificial intelligence regulation, impact assessments of Al systems on
children’s rights, strengthened privacy and data security requirements,
guarantees of algorithmic transparency and accountability, provision
for human oversight, and the establishment of effective mechanisms
for objection and redress. Fulfilling these requirements can contribute
to more coherent regulation of artificial intelligence and ensure
effective protection of children’s rights and interests under Iranian
law.

Keywords: Children’s Rights; Artificial Intelligence; Regulation
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