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hildren’s Neuro-Rights in the Age of Predictive Psychiatry:
Legal Protection of Mental Privacy and Autonomy

MohammadMehdi Seyed Nasseri'

Abstract: Background and Aim: The rapid integration of artificial
intelligence, neuroimaging, digital phenotyping, and predictive
analytics into mental health care is transforming the identification and
assessment of psychological disorders in children. Although these
technologies may facilitate earlier detection and more individualized
interventions, their capacity to infer emotional states, cognitive
characteristics, behavioral tendencies, or future mental-health risks
from neural and other sensitive data raises unprecedented questions
concerning children’s fundamental rights. The developing nature of
the child’s brain and the child’s evolving capacities make such
concerns particularly significant. Contemporary international
discussions on neurotechnology increasingly identify mental privacy,
autonomy, freedom of thought, personal identity, and human dignity
as fundamental areas requiring protection, with particular attention to
children and adolescents. This study aims to examine the legal status
of children’s neuro-rights in predictive psychiatry and to develop a
child-centred framework for protecting mental privacy and autonomy
against unjustified collection, inference, processing, and use of neural
and psychological data.

Methods: This study adopts a descriptive—analytical and doctrinal
legal methodology. It examines relevant principles of international
human rights law and children’s rights, including the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, particularly the principles of the best interests
of the child, evolving capacities, privacy, participation, and the right
to health. It further analyzes contemporary international normative
developments concerning artificial intelligence, digital environments,
neurotechnology, and the governance of neural data, with particular
reference to UNESCO’s emerging global framework on the ethics of
neurotechnology and the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s
approach to children’s rights in digital environments.

Results: The findings indicate that predictive psychiatry may create a
new category of rights-sensitive information: inferred mental and

1. Researcher in Medical Ethics and Law Research Center, Shahid Beheshti University
of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran
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cognitive states, which cannot be adequately protected through
conventional notions of medical confidentiality or data privacy alone.
Algorithmic prediction of a child’s psychological vulnerability may
affect personal identity, autonomy, access to services, and future
opportunities, while erroneous or biased predictions may result in
stigmatization and discriminatory treatment. Moreover, parental
consent cannot, by itself, provide an adequate legal basis for
unrestricted processing of children’s neural data where such
processing may affect the child’s emerging autonomy or mental
integrity. The analysis therefore supports heightened safeguards based
on necessity, proportionality, purpose limitation, transparency, data
minimization, non-discrimination, child participation, and meaningful
human oversight. These concerns are consistent with UNESCO’s
recognition that neurotechnology combined with Al may threaten
mental privacy, autonomy, freedom of thought, and human dignity.
Conclusion: The protection of children in predictive psychiatry
requires moving beyond traditional medical-data protection toward a
distinct child-centred neuro-rights framework. Mental privacy and
autonomy should be recognized as heightened interests requiring
special protection throughout the lifecycle of neurotechnological and
Al systems. Accordingly, States, healthcare institutions, researchers,
and technology developers should establish stricter safeguards against
non-therapeutic  surveillance, unjustified mental-state inference,
algorithmic profiling, and discriminatory decision-making concerning
children. Such an approach would ensure that predictive psychiatry
remains a tool for promoting children’s health rather than becoming a
mechanism for prematurely defining, monitoring, or controlling their
developing identities.

Keywords

Children’s Rights; Neuro-Rights; Predictive Psychiatry; Artificial
Intelligence; Mental Privacy; Cognitive Liberty; Child Autonomy;
Neural Data; Mental Health; Algorithmic Governance.
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Neuroethics and National Security: A Scoping Review of
Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications

Mehdi Azimian Zavareh®

Abstract: Background: The intersection of neuroscience and
national security is fundamentally redefining the ethical boundaries of
state power. As neurotechnologies increasingly permeate military
operations, intelligence activities, and law enforcement, they generate
formidable tensions between the pursuit of strategic advantage and the
protection of fundamental human rights. These innovations threaten to
erode privacy, undermine informed consent, weaken accountability,
and compromise human dignity. Paradoxically, despite heightened
investment from defense and intelligence agencies, the bioethics
literature specifically addressing these national security applications
remains surprisingly scarce and fragmented.

Objective: This scoping review aims to systematically map the
existing scholarly discourse on neuroethics and national security,
identify key thematic areas, highlight emerging challenges, and
uncover critical gaps in both research and policy frameworks.
Methods: Following established scoping review methodologies, we
conducted a comprehensive search of PubMed, PhilPapers, and other
academic databases for peer-reviewed articles, books, and institutional
reports published between 2007 and 2026. Search terms included
"neuroethics,” "national security,” "neurotechnology,"” "military
ethics,” "cognitive enhancement,” "brain-computer interface,” "dual-
use," and "cognitive warfare." After screening, 28 relevant sources
were included for thematic analysis.

Results: The analysis identified six major thematic clusters: (1) dual-
use neuroscience and the military-scientific complex, highlighting
tensions between civilian therapeutic uses and military repurposing;
(2) cognitive enhancement and warfighter optimization, raising issues
of coercion, long-term health effects, and post-service disability; (3)
brain-computer interfaces and security vulnerabilities, including
hacking risks, unauthorized neural data access, and threats to mental
privacy; (4) cognitive warfare and neurodata as a strategic asset, with
implications for disinformation, surveillance, and fundamental human
rights; (5) legal and accountability gaps, particularly under

1. Department of Philosophy and Health Ethics, Faculty of Health and Religion, Qom
University of Medical Sciences, Qom, Iran. Email:azimianzavareh@gmail.com
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international humanitarian law; and (6) governance and regulatory
frameworks, stressing the need for proactive, internationally
coordinated oversight. The literature, though growing, remains sparse,
with notable deficits in empirical studies and cross-cultural
perspectives.

Conclusion: The intersection of neuroethics and national security is a
critically underexplored domain requiring urgent scholarly and policy
attention. Effective governance demands early integration of ethical
review in research and development, protection of neurodata as a
fundamental right, and enhanced international collaboration to prevent
fragmented and unequal regulation. Without such measures,
technological progress risks outpacing ethical safeguards, with
potentially severe consequences for individual rights and global
stability.

Keywords: Neuroethics, National Security, Dual-Use, Cognitive
Enhancement, Neurotechnology
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Human Rights Challenges of Using Artificial Intelligence in
Children’s Mental Health: With Emphasis on the
Protection of the Right to Privacy

Mahshid Jamalit

Background and Obijective: The expanding use of artificial
intelligence in the field of mental health, including psychological
assessment tools and data analysis systems, has provided capacities
for facilitating children’s access to mental health services. However
this technological advancement raises challenges, including the
disclosure of sensitive information and secondary use of data, the
realization of consent and control over personal information and
algorithmic decision-making, which may affect the child’s right to
privacy recognized under Article 16 of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child. The present study was conducted with the aim of
examining the human rights challenges of using artificial intelligence
in children’s mental health and explaining the requirements for
protecting their right to privacy.

Method: This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method and a legal approach. Data were collected through the study
and analysis of international human rights and children’s rights
instruments.

Findings and Conclusion: The findings of the study indicate that the
use of artificial intelligence in the context of children’s mental health,
alongside its protective capacities, may give rise to challenges such as
excessive collection and processing of sensitive data, unauthorized
disclosure of data, insufficient control over personal information,
algorithmic decision-making and ambiguity regarding the role of a
qualified human professional and difficulties in achieving informed
consent appropriate to the child’s age and capacity. The protection of
children’s right to privacy, with emphasis on Articles 3 (the best
interests of the child), 12 (the child’s participation and right to be
heard), 16 (the right to privacy), and 24 (the right to health), as well as
General Comment No. 25 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
is addressed. Accordingly effective protection of the child’s right to
privacy requires the adoption of binding international and national

1. Permanent member of the International Association of Bioethics
Master of International Law, Department of Law, Faculty of Humanities, Azad
University, Tehran West Branch, Tehran, Iran. Email: Jamalimahshid94@gmail.com
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laws and regulations to limit the collection and processing of sensitive
data, prevent unauthorized disclosure, ensure human oversight and
provide for informed consent appropriate to the child’s age and
capacity.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Mental Health, Children’s Rights,
Right to Privacy
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Neurolaw and Brain Evidence in Judicial Proceedings: A
Framework for Admissibility and Evidentiary Value in
Assessing Financial Capacity

Fatemeh Ghodrati’, Reyhaneh Iran Ram?

Abstract: In the Iranian legal system, determining financial capacity
and evaluating an individual’s ability to manage and make decisions
regarding financial affairs relies on the criterion of "rationality of
dispositions.” While stipulated in Article 1208 of the Civil Code, this
legal standard lacks predetermined, objective metrics for judicial
determination. Concurrently, advances in neuroscience and the
emergence of neurolaw have raised the prospect of utilizing
neuroscientific evidence to elucidate cognitive capacities underlying
financial decision-making. This study addresses the role, evidentiary
limits, and judicial admissibility criteria of such evidence in financial
capacity assessments. Employing a descriptive-analytical and
interdisciplinary approach, this research examines the jurisprudential
and legal foundations of financial capacity alongside the nexus
between  financial performance, cognitive functions, and
neuroscientific findings. The findings indicate that financial capacity
is inherently multidimensional and task-specific; thus, it cannot be
inferred merely from general cognitive ability or the presence of a
brain abnormality. Furthermore, methodological constraints—notably
reverse inference, the challenge of group-to-individual (G2i)
generalization, confounding correlation with causation, and the
temporal gap between clinical evaluation and the legal transaction—
preclude this evidence from being independently sufficient.
Accordingly, this study proposes a four-stage judicial framework:
identifying the disputed financial conduct; examining its cognitive
and neuroscientific correlates; establishing the temporal and
individual relevance of the findings; and evaluating their convergence
with other evidence under the applicable legal standard. Within this
framework, the probative weight of neuroscientific evidence stems
from converging data; therefore, as supplementary evidence, it serves
to corroborate and explain other findings rather than establish capacity
or incapacity in isolation. Ultimately, the definitive determination of

1. Islamic Jurisprudence and Law, International University of Islamic Denominations,
Tehran, Iran. E-mail: fatemeh.ghodrati950@gmail.com

2. Psychology, International University of Qom, Iran.
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whether an individual's conduct satisfies the standard of "rationality of
dispositions"” remains within the exclusive jurisdiction of the court.
Keywords: Neurolaw, Brain Evidence, Financial Capacity, Judicial

Proceedings, Legal Admissibility.
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Neuroethics and National Security in the Age of Artificial
Intelligence: A Scoping Review of Emerging Gaps in Light
of Contemporary Geopolitical Developments

Mehdi Azimian Zavareh?

Abstract: Background: The intersection of neuroscience and
national security is fundamentally redefining the ethical boundaries of
state power. As neurotechnologies increasingly permeate military
operations, intelligence activities, and law enforcement, they generate
formidable tensions between the pursuit of strategic advantage and the
protection of fundamental human rights. These innovations threaten to
erode privacy, undermine informed consent, weaken accountability,
and compromise human dignity. Despite heightened investment from
defense and intelligence agencies, the bioethics literature specifically
addressing these national security applications remains surprisingly
scarce and fragmented, particularly in light of recent geopolitical
developments and the integration of artificial intelligence into
neurotechnological systems.

Objective: This scoping review aims to systematically map the
existing scholarly discourse on neuroethics and national security,
identify key thematic areas, highlight emerging challenges, and
uncover critical gaps in both research and policy frameworks.
Methods: Following established scoping review methodologies, we
conducted a comprehensive search of PubMed, PhilPapers, and other
academic databases for peer-reviewed articles, books, and institutional
reports published between 2007 and 2026. Search terms included
"neuroethics,” "national security,” "neurotechnology,"” "military
ethics," "cognitive enhancement,” "brain-computer interface," "dual-
use," and "cognitive warfare." After screening, 28 relevant sources
were included for thematic analysis.

Results: The analysis identified six major thematic clusters: (1) dual-
use neuroscience and the military-scientific complex, highlighting
tensions between civilian therapeutic uses and military repurposing;
(2) cognitive enhancement and warfighter optimization, raising issues
of coercion, long-term health effects, and post-service disability; (3)
brain-computer interfaces and security vulnerabilities, including
hacking risks, unauthorized neural data access, and threats to mental
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privacy; (4) cognitive warfare and neurodata as a strategic asset, with
implications for disinformation, surveillance, and fundamental human
rights; (5) legal and accountability gaps, particularly under
international humanitarian law; and (6) governance and regulatory
frameworks, stressing the need for proactive, internationally
coordinated oversight. The literature, though growing, remains sparse,
with notable deficits in empirical studies and cross-cultural
perspectives.

Conclusion: The intersection of neuroethics and national security is a
critically underexplored domain requiring urgent scholarly and policy
attention. Effective governance demands early integration of ethical
review in research and development, protection of neurodata as a
fundamental right, and enhanced international collaboration to prevent
fragmented and unequal regulation. Without such measures,
technological progress risks outpacing ethical safeguards, with
potentially severe consequences for individual rights and global
stability.

Keywords: Neuroethics, National Security, Dual-Use, Cognitive
Enhancement, Neurotechnology
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Legal protection of the confidentiality and security of
psychiatric data in artificial intelligence applications

Kosar AbJameh?, Sadegh TariVerdi?,
Mohammad Hosein Sadeghi®

Abstract: Background and Aim: The expansion of artificial
intelligence (Al) in the field of mental health, including applications
such as diagnosis and improved access to services and cost reduction,
has created significant challenges regarding the governance and
security of psychiatric data. The Iranian legal system lacks an
independent classification and specific regulations for such data, and
the existing provisions do not adequately address their processing by
Al-based systems. This study aims to identify legal gaps and propose
legislative and institutional measures for the effective protection of
such data.

Methods: This study employed a descriptive—analytical research
method with a legal-medical approach. A comparative analysis of the
EU (GDPR, Al Act) and US (HIPAA, 42 CFR Part 2) frameworks
was also conducted. Data were collected through library research and
by reviewing legal documents, books, and medical law articles.
Ethical Considerations: This study was conducted in accordance
with ethical principles, honesty, and integrity in citing sources.
Results: The findings indicate that the existing legal framework,
including Article 648 of the Islamic Penal Code and medical
regulations, is not proportionate to emerging risks such as data
breaches, re-identification, and algorithmic processing. Furthermore,
although personal data are subject to certain protections, there is no
specific and independent guarantee of enforcement for psychiatric
data. A comparative analysis shows that the EU and the US provide
enhanced health-data protection backed by binding obligations and
enforceable sanctions. Therefore, the protection of such data requires,
in addition to technical measures, clear legal rules, regulatory
oversight, and precise standards concerning transparency, access
control, risk assessment, and accountability.

Conclusion: The findings emphasize the need to reform and
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supplement existing laws, strengthen the protection of personal data,
and establish effective regulatory mechanisms. Appropriate
governance of psychiatric data will be achieved when confidentiality,
data security, and patients’ rights are incorporated into the design and
application of Al systems from the outset, with due attention from
lawmakers and healthcare institutions.

Keywords: Legal Governance, Psychiatric Data, Artificial
Intelligence, Confidentiality, Data Security.
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Admissibility and Probative Value of Al-Analyzed
Neuroscientific Evidence in Assessing Criminal
Responsibility in Cases of Mental Disorder: A Comparative
Study of Iranian and European Union Law

Meisam Nasrollahi*, Nooshin Mahmoodi

Abstract: The use of machine-learning systems to analyze
neuroimaging and neuropsychological data raises an evidentiary
question distinct from conventional forensic psychiatric assessment:
under what conditions can an algorithmic inference contribute to
determining whether a defendant lacked volition or discernment at the
time of an alleged offence? Using doctrinal analysis and functional
comparison, this article examines Iranian substantive and procedural
criminal law alongside the European Union’s rules governing
artificial intelligence, sensitive data and procedural rights. It argues
that predictive or classificatory performance cannot be translated
directly into proof of a legally relevant mental condition. The
uncertain validity of training labels, limited individual-level
generalisability, retrospective inference and the normative character
of criminal responsibility interrupt that inferential chain. Under
Iranian law, algorithmic output is not an autonomous statutory means
of proof; it may inform judicial assessment only through a reasoned,
contestable expert opinion and subject to applicable evidentiary
safeguards. EU legislation, by contrast, primarily regulates the
development and deployment of relevant Al systems and the
processing of personal data, without harmonising substantive tests of
criminal irresponsibility. The article develops a six-stage framework
addressing legal relevance, data provenance and integrity, scientific
validity, individual and temporal fit, effective adversarial scrutiny,
and reasoned judicial evaluation. It further distinguishes
circumstances warranting non-reliance from remediable evidentiary
deficiencies and narrowly qualified reliance. The proposed framework
preserves the potential contribution of computational analysis while
preventing statistical associations from acquiring unwarranted
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normative authority in criminal proceedings.
Keywords:  Artificial Intelligence; Neuroscientific —Evidence;

Criminal Responsibility; Insanity; Expert Evidence; Evidentiary
Weight; Fair Trial.
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Rights-Based Policymaking and Governance in Psychiatric
Law: A Comparative Framework for Moving from
Coercion to Supported Decision-Making

Sakine Azari!

Abstract: Background and objective: Psychiatric law lies at the
intersection of the right to health, individual liberty and the state’s
protective obligations. Persistent involuntary admission and treatment
raise questions about the adequacy of existing legal safeguards. This
study develops a comparative, rights-based governance framework
adaptable to Iran. Methods: A qualitative doctrinal and comparative
review examined WHO-OHCHR guidance, the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, selected national legislation and
peer-reviewed scholarship. Six analytical dimensions were used to
compare intervention thresholds, decision-making support, review
mechanisms, remedies and community-based services. Findings:
Risk-oriented, capacity-oriented and support-oriented approaches
coexist across jurisdictions. Legal review alone does not establish that
coercion is reduced. A five-domain governance audit framework is
proposed: clear intervention thresholds; supported decision-making;
necessity and proportionality; independent oversight and remedies;
and community-service capacity with transparent data. Conclusion:
Reform in Iran should integrate enforceable procedural safeguards
with accessible voluntary services, independent advocacy and
outcome monitoring. The proposed index is a normative policy-audit

tool rather than an empirically validated country ranking.

Keywords: psychiatric law; involuntary treatment; supported
decision-making; mental health governance; disability rights
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Evidentiary Value of Neuroscientific Evidence in
Establishing Legal Incapacity and the Validity of Legal Acts
under Iranian Law

Rahim Pilvar*!, Mohammad Jafar Mostafavi?

Abstract: Advances in neuroscience and medical technology have
increased the relevance of neuroscientific evidence in assessing
cognitive and mental disorders and their legal consequences. This
study, using a descriptive-analytical method, examines the evidentiary
value of neuroscientific evidence in establishing legal incapacity and
determining the validity of legal acts under Iranian law. The findings
indicate that brain imaging, cognitive assessments, and other
neuroscientific methods, despite providing valuable information about
brain structure and function, have limitations regarding accuracy,
predictive capacity, and the direct inference of an individual’s
cognitive and volitional condition. The existence of a brain lesion,
structural alteration, or even a cognitive disorder does not, by itself,
establish legal incapacity or the absence of intention and consent at
the time of performing a legal act. Accordingly, the evidentiary value
of such evidence should be assessed in light of the timing of the legal
act, the individual’s condition at that time, the subject matter of the
dispute, and the totality of the available evidence. The study
concludes that neuroscientific evidence may contribute to the
assessment of legal capacity; however, translating medical findings
into a legal conclusion requires independent judicial evaluation and
caution against direct and conclusive inferences from neuroscientific

data.

Keywords: Neuroscientific evidence, legal incapacity, legal capacity,
legal acts, evidence
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Limits of the Legitimacy of Compulsory Brain Data
Collection in Criminal Proceedings: From Biometric
Evidence to Mental Content in Light of the Right Against
Self-Incrimination

Mohammad Javad Mogaddam®

Abstract: Advances in neuroscientific technologies have made it
possible to use brain data in criminal proceedings, raising challenges :
concerning the legitimacy of their compulsory collection and its
potential conflict with the right against self-incrimination. This study
aims to clarify the limits of the legitimate acquisition and use of
neuroscientific evidence and to propose a legal framework for its
assessment. It adopts a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the
principles of Imami jurisprudence, criminal law principles, and
scientific considerations. The findings indicate that the legitimacy of
compulsory brain data collection depends on the nature of the
information, the method of acquisition, and its evidentiary function,
rather than solely on its biological origin. Moreover, neural responses
alone do not establish awareness of a crime, and judicial inferences
must be assessed in light of the scientific limitations of such evidence.
Accordingly, the study proposes a framework based on distinguishing
between the accusatory and defensive uses of neuroscientific
evidence, protecting cognitive liberty, critically evaluating expert
evidence, and establishing proportionate legal safeguards.

Keywords: Cognitive liberty, neuroscientific evidence, criminal
proceedings, right against self-incrimination, brain evidence.
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Suicide During Pregnancy and the Postpartum Period: A
Review of Professional Challenges and Legal
Considerations in Midwifery

Solmaz Roshandel*

Abstract: Introduction and Objective: Pregnancy and the
postpartum period are accompanied by significant physical,
psychological, and social changes, and some women experience
suicidal thoughts or behaviors during this period. Suicide is a
multifactorial phenomenon with serious consequences for mothers,
infants, and families. The identification and management of women at
risk also raise important professional, ethical, and legal considerations
for midwives. This study aimed to review the evidence on suicide
during pregnancy and the postpartum period, with a focus on the role
of midwives and related professional and legal considerations.
Methods: This narrative review examined Persian- and English-
language literature on suicide, suicidal thoughts and behaviors during
pregnhancy and the postpartum period, risk factors, screening and risk
assessment, the role of midwives, professional responsibilities, and
legal considerations. Relevant literature was searched in
PubMed/MEDLINE, Scopus, Web of Science, Google Scholar, SID,
and Magiran through September 2026. In addition, relevant clinical
guidelines and laws and regulations of the Islamic Republic of Iran
were reviewed and analyzed.

Findings: Evidence indicates that a history of suicidal behavior,
mood disorders, violence and abuse, inadequate social support, and
certain individual and social factors are associated with an increased
risk of suicidal thoughts and behaviors during the perinatal period.
Identification of warning signs, risk assessment, referral, follow-up,
and documentation of care are important components of safe practice.
From a professional and legal perspective, the occurrence of suicide
or patient death alone does not constitute midwifery negligence;
rather, potential liability should be assessed on a case-by-case basis,
considering professional duties, standards of care, reasonably
foreseeable circumstances, actions taken or omitted, and causation.
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Conclusion: Enhancing midwives’ knowledge of warning signs and
risk assessment, establishing clear referral and follow-up pathways,
adhering to professional scope of practice, and maintaining accurate
documentation may improve the safety of women at risk while
reducing professional and legal uncertainties and disputes.

Keywords: Suicide; Pregnancy, Postpartum Period, Midwifery,
Professional Liability, Medical Law, Medical Negligence.
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Coercive Medical Measures in Patients with Mental
Disorders: An Analysis of Ethical Considerations and
Criteria for Their Application from a Comparative Legal
Perspective

Hamid Abhari*, Nazila Taghavi®

Abstract: Background and Objective: Coercive medical measures
in psychiatry are among the most controversial issues in medical law,
as, on the one hand, they may restrict patients’ autonomy and, on the
other hand, may be considered necessary under certain circumstances
to protect patients or prevent harm to third parties. Therefore,
justifying such measures requires an examination of their ethical and
legal considerations. This study aims to examine the ethical
considerations and analyze the criteria for applying coercive medical
measures to individuals with mental disorders from a comparative
legal perspective.

Methods: This descriptive-analytical study was conducted using
library-based research and documentary sources.

Results: The findings indicate that patient autonomy constitutes
the most significant ethical challenge associated with coercive
medical measures. Nevertheless, where there is a serious impairment
of decision-making capacity, coercive intervention may be justified
with the aim of protecting and restoring the patient’s autonomy.
Furthermore, the presence of a serious risk to third parties is an
important factor in justifying coercive measures. From a comparative
legal perspective, risk to oneself or others, the necessity or need for
treatment, and the absence of an appropriate alternative are among the
most important criteria for justifying such measures, while decision-
making capacity has also been taken into consideration in some legal
systems. In Iranian law, the absence of a comprehensive and
independent legal framework and the failure to finally enact the Bill
on the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Mental Disorders has

resulted in a legislative gap in this area.
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Conclusion: Coercive medical measures cannot be regarded as
inherently unethical. Their ethical assessment requires a case-by-case
evaluation of the conflict between patient autonomy, protection of the
patient, prevention of harm, and safeguarding the security of third
parties. From a legal perspective, integrating the criteria of serious
risk, necessity of intervention, absence of an appropriate alternative,
and consideration of decision-making capacity, together with
adherence to the principle of proportionality, may provide a more
appropriate framework for regulating such measures across different

legal systems, including Iran.
Keywords: Coercive medical measures, Mental disorders,
Comparative law, Autonomy, Psychiatry.
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Prevention of Sexual Violence in Light of Digital
Criminology Approaches and International Instruments on
Psychiatric Law: A Multilayered Model for Smart Criminal

Policy in the Iranian Legal System

Hassan Bigdeli*, Yousef Bagheri Hamed*?, Pariya lzadi®

Abstract: Background and Objective: The expansion of digital
technologies, social networks, communication platforms, and artificial
intelligence-based technologies has transformed the nature of sexual
violence and the processes of victimization. The non-consensual
dissemination of intimate content, sexual deepfakes, sexual extortion,
coerced sexting, and online sexual stalking and harassment,
characterized by the speed and extensive reach of dissemination,
reproducibility, data persistence, offender anonymity, and
transnational dimensions, may result in the continuation of
victimization and the relative ineffectiveness of traditional criminal
justice responses. The present study aims to elucidate the
criminological, legal, and psychiatric dimensions of digital sexual
violence and to propose a multilayered model for smart criminal
policy within the Iranian legal system.

Methods: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach and a
library-based research method.

Findings: The findings indicate that effective prevention of digital
sexual violence requires moving beyond a purely criminal justice
response and integrating social, community-based, developmental,
situational, and technological crime prevention with legislative
reform, specialized judicial responses, accountability of digital
platforms, and psychological, psychosocial, and legal support for
victims. Furthermore, the use of technology and artificial intelligence
in preventive processes should be accompanied by respect for privacy,
transparency, human oversight, necessity, and proportionality.
Psychiatric interventions concerning the assessment of the risk of
recurrent violent behavior should likewise be grounded in
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scientifically informed and individualized risk assessment, respect for
human dignity, and judicial oversight.

Conclusion: Smart criminal policy in the field of digital sexual
violence requires a multilayered and rights-based approach that
simultaneously seeks to reduce opportunities for offending, strengthen
digital resilience, provide sustained support for victims, and safeguard
mental health and human dignity. Such an approach can integrate
preventive, technological, legal, and victim-support capacities within
a coherent framework.

Keywords: Digital Sexual Violence; Digital Criminology;
International Instruments on Psychiatric Law; Crime Prevention.



[ Abstract Articles The 7th International Congress on Medical Law /230 ]

Demographic and Clinical Characteristics and Outcomes of
Patients with Epilepsy at Abu Ali Sina Balkhi Regional
Hospital

Hoshmand Maher™

Abstract: Background and Objective: Epilepsy is an important
neurological disorder, but hospital-based information on its
characteristics and outcomes in Afghanistan remains limited. This
study assessed the demographic and clinical characteristics and
outcomes of patients with epilepsy.

Method: This retrospective, descriptive cross-sectional, hospital-
based study reviewed all eligible records through total enumeration
from 21 March to 22 September 2025. Sex, month of presentation,
and mortality status were extracted and analyzed using descriptive
statistics and the chi-square test.

Findings/ Result: Of 202 patients, 105 (52%) were female and 97
(48%) were male. No significant association was observed between
sex and month of presentation (p=0.715). The highest number of cases
was recorded in Sawr (April-May), with 57 cases, and the lowest in
Sunbula (August-September), with 13 cases. Eleven in-hospital
deaths (5.4%) were reported.

Conclusion: No clear sex difference was observed. The recorded
deaths highlight the need for timely assessment, continuous care, and
strengthened hospital-based epilepsy registration.

Keywords: Epilepsy; Seizure; Demographic characteristics; Clinical
characteristics; In-hospital mortality
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The Role of Midwives in the Identification and
Management of Domestic Violence During Pregnancy and
the Postpartum Period: A Review of Challenges and Legal

Considerations in Midwifery Practice

Melina Amari Allah Yari!, Solmaz Roshandel

Abstract: Introduction: Domestic violence, particularly intimate
partner violence, may persist during pregnancy and the postpartum
period, resulting in adverse physical and psychological consequences
for mothers and their families. Given their continuous contact with
women throughout the perinatal period, midwives play a critical role
in identifying violence, providing initial support, and facilitating
referrals. This study aimed to examine the role of midwives in
identifying and managing domestic violence during pregnancy and the
postpartum period, with emphasis on professional challenges and
ethical and legal considerations.

Methods: This study was conducted as a narrative review. Relevant
Persian- and English-language literature was searched across
PubMed/MEDLINE, Scopus, Web of Science, ScienceDirect, the
Cochrane Library, Google Scholar, SID, and Magiran. Studies
addressing domestic violence or intimate partner violence and the role
of midwives and other healthcare providers in identification, support,
referral, and follow-up were descriptively and thematically analyzed.
Results: The evidence indicated that establishing a trust-based
relationship, using empathetic communication, and ensuring a private
environment facilitate the identification and disclosure of violence. In
contrast, limited time, lack of privacy, inadequate training, concerns
about the consequences of disclosure, and uncertainty regarding
appropriate actions following identification were identified as major
barriers. Care for women experiencing violence should extend beyond
identification to include safety and risk assessment, initial support,
attention to psychological and social needs, and appropriate referral.
Maintaining confidentiality, respecting women’s autonomy, obtaining
informed consent, accurate documentation, and awareness of legal
requirements and professional responsibilities are also essential
considerations.
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Conclusion: Midwives can play an important role in the early
identification of domestic violence and facilitating women’s access to
appropriate support and specialized services. Strengthening clinical,
ethical, and legal training; safeguarding confidentiality and women’s
autonomy; conducting risk assessments; ensuring appropriate
documentation; and establishing clear interdisciplinary referral
pathways are essential for safe, ethical, and coordinated care.
Keywords: Domestic violence, Intimate partner violence, Pregnancy,
Postpartum period, Legal considerations
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Legal Regulation of Al-Based Mental Health Services
Regarding Harms Caused by Algorithmic Decisions to
Children

Noushin Hedayati Zangeneh®, Sadegh Tari Verdi?

Abstract: Background: The rapid expansion of artificial intelligence-
based mental health services, particularly counseling chatbots and
algorithmic diagnostic systems, has created new opportunities for
access to psychological support. However, children and adolescents,
due to their developmental characteristics and higher vulnerability, are
exposed to serious risks arising from the algorithmic decisions of
these systems. Harms such as incorrect diagnosis, exacerbation of
psychological symptoms, creation of unhealthy emotional
dependency, violation of the privacy of sensitive data, and even
facilitation of self-harm thoughts have highlighted the necessity of

precise legal regulation in this field.

Methods: The present article, using a descriptive-analytical method
and a comparative approach, examines the harms resulting from
algorithmic decisions in children’s mental health services. It also
analyzes international legal frameworks (including the European
Union Artificial Intelligence Act, U.S. state laws, and UNICEF
guidelines) and evaluates the current situation in the Iranian legal

system.

Findings: The research findings indicate that serious gaps exist in
defining the responsibility of providers, transparency requirements,
age verification, human oversight, and special protection for children

in the Iranian legal system.

Conclusion: Effective regulation requires risk classification of
systems, mandatory impact assessment on children’s rights,
determination of civil liability and, in specific cases, criminal liability,
as well as the establishment of independent supervisory mechanisms.
Finally, recommendations are presented for the formulation of
specific regulations in the Iranian legal system so that, while
benefiting from the advantages of the technology, algorithmic harms
to children can be prevented.
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Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Mental Health, Children,
Algorithmic Decisions, Legal Regulation, Algorithmic Harm, Civil
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Cross-Border Governance of Mental Health Data in the Age
of Artificial Intelligence: Emphasizing the International
Obligations and Responsibilities of States within the Legal
Regime of Submarine Cables

Fatemeh Nadaf Ardestani*', Zahra Shojaei

Abstract: The digital transformation and the expanding application of
artificial intelligence in healthcare have led to the emergence of new
patterns of production, processing, and cross-border transfer of mental
health data. Due to their direct connection with privacy, human
dignity, and personal identity, mental health data are considered
among the most sensitive categories of personal data. In this context,
the global flow of data through infrastructures such as submarine
cables has increased the necessity of examining the relationship
between data governance, the international law of the sea, and state
responsibilities. This study aims to analyze the international
obligations and responsibilities of states in the cross-border
governance of artificial intelligence-based mental health data, with
particular emphasis on the role of the legal regime governing
submarine cables.This research adopts a descriptive-analytical method
with a legal approach. The data have been collected and analyzed
through the examination of international legal instruments, data
protection regulations, ethical principles of artificial intelligence, the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and relevant
academic sources.The findings indicate that, in the age of artificial
intelligence, states have multilayered obligations, including protecting
privacy, ensuring data security, promoting algorithmic transparency,
preventing  discrimination,  safeguarding data  transmission
infrastructures, and enhancing international cooperation. Furthermore,
although the existing legal regime governing submarine cables
provides an important foundation for protecting global
communication infrastructures, it requires further development and
interpretative expansion to address emerging challenges related to
mental health data and cybersecurity threats.Effective governance of
mental health data in the age of artificial intelligence requires the
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establishment of a coordinated framework integrating human rights
law, data protection law, the law of the sea, and the rules of
international state responsibility. Achieving this objective depends on
international cooperation among states and the development of
common standards to ensure security, trust, and the responsible use of
intelligent technologies in the field of healthcare.

Keywords: Cross-border data governance; Mental health data;
Artificial intelligence; Submarine cables; International responsibility
of states.
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The Evidentiary Value of Forensic Medical Opinions in
Medical Malpractice Claims and Their Impact on the
Determination of Arsh in Iranian Judicial Practice

Maede Lotfi*, Mohammad Yazdani*?, Nooshin Faraji®

Abstract : This study aims to examine the evidentiary weight of
forensic medical opinions in medical malpractice litigation and to
clarify their role in establishing negligence, causation, and the
assessment of arsh (compensation for bodily injury not subject to a
predetermined statutory amount) in lranian judicial practice. The
central issue is under what conditions specialized medical findings
may serve as a basis for judicial decision-making and in which
circumstances they are insufficient to establish liability and support an
order for the payment of arsh. An examination of legal sources and
selected judicial decisions indicates that the evidentiary weight of a
forensic medical opinion depends on the subject matter of the expert
examination, the adequacy of the supporting evidence, the assessment
methodology, and the degree to which the specialized findings are
relevant to the issue under adjudication. Accordingly, the weight of an
opinion cannot be inferred solely from the authority of the issuing
body or the number of experts involved; rather, the scope of its
probative value must be assessed separately at each stage of the
proceedings. The findings further demonstrate the need to distinguish
the medical diagnosis of an injury from the legal determination of
liability. Forensic medicine plays a central role in identifying the
nature, severity, permanence, and consequences of an injury and in
providing the specialized medical basis for assessing arsh. However,
the determination of negligence, legal attribution, causation, and the
final amount of arsh remains within the jurisdiction of the court.
Within this framework, Judgment No. 43013 dated 27/09/1401
(Iranian calendar) demonstrated that, following a finding of
negligence, the opinion of a three-member forensic medical
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commission may serve as the basis for assessing arsh at fifteen
percent of the full diyah (statutorily prescribed compensation for
bodily injury or death). By contrast, Judgment No. 43028 dated
23/02/1402 (Iranian calendar) indicated that a forensic medical
opinion, considered alongside other evidence, including an expert
opinion issued by the Medical Council’s disciplinary body, formed
part of the evidentiary basis for establishing negligence and, following
the determination of liability, led to the assessment of multiple arsh
awards. Accordingly, the evaluation of a forensic medical opinion
must be tailored to the specific matter it is intended to establish. An
opinion may be sufficient to establish the existence and extent of an
injury while remaining insufficient to attribute that injury legally to
the physician. This distinction provides the analytical basis for
examining the role of expert opinions in the assessment of arsh and
evaluating how the courts relied on such opinions in the judgments
under review.

Keywords: Forensic Medicine; Medical Malpractice; Evidentiary
Value.
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The Role of Neuroscientific Data in Assessing Cognitive
Impairments and Behavioral Control Deficits Resulting from
Cocaine Use and Their Impact on the Attribution of Criminal

Faeze Khalfi*

Abstract: The rapid development of science and technology and the
emergence of novel factors influencing criminal behavior have
increasingly highlighted the need to reconsider traditional approaches to
the explanation and attribution of criminal conduct. In this context,
cocaine use and its potential effects on cognitive functioning, impulse
control, perception, and decision-making have created grounds for
incorporating neuroscientific findings into the assessment of criminal
responsibility. This study aims to examine the role of neuroscientific data
in assessing cognitive impairments and behavioral control deficits
associated with cocaine use and their impact on the attribution of criminal
responsibility. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology
based on library research in criminal law, forensic psychiatry, and
neuroscience. The findings indicate that neuroscientific data may serve as
specialized and complementary evidence in assessing the offender’s
mental state, particularly perception, discernment, and volitional control
at the time of the offense. However, a distinction must be made between
mere cocaine use, cocaine use disorder, and the presence of an
impairment affecting the attribution of criminal conduct, since cocaine
use or neurological changes alone do not constitute sufficient grounds for
excluding criminal responsibility. Under Iranian law, the assessment of
such conditions must also be examined in light of Articles 140, 149, and
154 of the Islamic Penal Code. The study concludes that neuroscientific
data, when integrated with forensic psychiatric assessment, behavioral
evidence, and evidence concerning the individual’s condition at the time
of the offense, can contribute to a more accurate understanding of the
offender’s mental state, but cannot replace legal and judicial
determinations of criminal responsibility. The novelty of this study lies in
proposing a framework that connects neuroscientific findings with the
legal components of criminal responsibility and clarifies their role as
complementary evidence.

Keywords: Neuroscientific Data, Cognitive Impairments, Cocaine Use
Disorder, Criminal Responsibility, Forensic Psychiatry
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Civil Liability and Patient Free Will in Al-Based Psychiatry
Mehdi Sanei*', Parinaz Momayyez?

Abstract: Background and Objective: The integration of artificial
intelligence (Al) into psychiatry, while enhancing diagnostic accuracy
and therapeutic efficacy, has raised fundamental questions regarding
civil liability for algorithmic errors and the fate of patient free will in
automated decision-making systems. This study aims to examine
simultaneously the distribution of civil liability among multiple actors
and the impact of predictive algorithms on psychiatric patient
autonomy.

Method: This analytical-descriptive study draws upon library sources
including credible books and peer-reviewed scientific articles in
medical law, Al ethics, and philosophy of psychiatry.

Findings: The findings indicate that civil liability in this domain
requires a transition from the traditional fault-based model to a multi-
layered participatory model, in which physician liability is determined
by the standard of professional caution and the degree of critical
evaluation of algorithmic output, rather than mere reliance.
Manufacturer liability is based on design defects, data bias, and
inadequate warnings. Simultaneously, safeguarding patient free will is
achievable not through eliminating technology, but through designing
mechanisms for algorithmic transparency, meaningful informed
consent, personal decision-support systems, psychiatric advance
directives, and guaranteeing the right to human oversight. In Iranian
law, the legislative gap in Al in medicine doubles the necessity of
drafting a dedicated liability framework.

Conclusion: Civil liability and free will in algorithmic governance are
two sides of the same coin; without safeguarding free will, civil
liability reduces to a formality, and without effective accountability
mechanisms, free will remains wvulnerable to the pressure of
"predictive certainty."

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Psychiatry, Civil Liability, Free
Will, Algorithmic Governance
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The Right to Mental Health and State Obligations:
Examining the Possibility of Litigation in the
Administrative Court of Justice

Hossein Zare Khormizi**, Saeed Daryaei?

Abstract: The right to mental health, as one of the instances of
second-generation human rights, holds a special place in Iran's legal
system and has been recognized in numerous international
instruments, including the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, and implicitly in Article 29 of the Iranian
Constitution. The present study aims to examine the normative
foundations, jurisdictional mechanisms, judicial practice, and
challenges facing the right to mental health and state obligations, with
a particular focus on analyzing the possibility of litigation in the
Administrative Justice Court. The research method is analytical-
descriptive, based on the examination of international instruments, the
Constitution, development plan laws, insurance laws, and the judicial
practice of the Administrative Justice Court. The findings indicate that
the Court faces numerous structural and procedural challenges in
dealing with such claims, including the lack of medical expertise
among judges, the inconsistency of judicial practice in assessing the
causal relationship between mental disorder and administrative
decisions, the conflict between the principles of speed and accuracy in
proceedings, and the difficulty of the burden of proof for claimants.
The conclusion suggests that resolving these challenges requires
institutional and procedural reforms, including the establishment of
specialized branches or the use of advisory judges, the provision of
expedited proceedings, reversing the burden of proof in cases where
the claimant has provided preliminary medical documentation, and
requiring executive bodies to provide written reasons.

Keywords: Right to Mental Health, State Obligations, Administrative
Justice Court, Human Rights, Litigation
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A Legal Analysis of the Validity and Scope of Relying on
Neurodata and Outputs from Artificial Intelligence Systems in
Establishing the Criminal Liability of Individuals with Mental

Disorders: A Comparative Study of Iranian and European
Union Law

Soheil Abedini Pour?!

Abstract: Background and Objective: The development of
neuroscience and the expansion of artificial intelligence systems in the
analysis of neural data, brain imaging, and mental health information
have created new issues in criminal law. One of the most important
issues is determining the validity and limits of relying on neural data
and artificial intelligence output in establishing criminal liability of
individuals with mental disorders. The present study aims to examine
this issue in Iranian law and compare it with the legal approach of the
European Union.

Methods: This study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical and comparative in terms of method. The data were
collected by studying laws and regulations, legal documents, library
resources, and specialized research in the fields of criminal law,
medical law, neuroscience, artificial intelligence, and health data
protection, and were analyzed analytically and comparative.

Findings: The findings show that neural data and artificial intelligence
output, despite their scientific capacity to complete psychiatric and
judicial assessments, cannot alone be a definitive basis for
establishing criminal liability. Their validity depends on scientific
reliability, data quality and origin, processing accuracy, algorithm
explainability, the possibility of expert assessment, the level of error,
and compliance with fundamental rights. There is no specific and
coherent framework for these technologies in Iranian law; while the
European Union has provided a more coherent regulatory framework
with an emphasis on health data protection, transparency, and human
oversight.

Conclusion: Reliance on neural data and Al output should be
complementary and expert in nature and subject to scientific
validation, human oversight, protection of privacy, and the right to
defense. It is necessary to formulate specific regulations in Iranian law

1. Master’s Student in Private Law, Department of Law, Faculty of Law and Political
Science, Islamic Azad University, Rafsanjan Branch, Rafsanjan, Kerman, Iran.
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for the conditions of collection, processing, evaluation, and judicial
reliance on these data, with an emphasis on human dignity and the
principle of innocence.

Keywords: Neural data, artificial intelligence, criminal liability,
mental disorders, neurorights.
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Challenges Associated with Physical Restraint Use in
Iranian Healthcare Settings: A Systematic Review with a
Focus on Patient Rights

Fatemeh Zamani Babgohari*"

Abstract: Background: The use of physical restraint (PR) in patients
can lead to unpleasant emotions as well as additional physical and
psychological injury; evidence regarding gaps and challenges
associated with PR use in Iranian healthcare settings has not yet been
systematically synthesized.

Obijective: The aim of this study was to review all available data on
PR use in Iranian healthcare settings in order to identify gaps and
offer information that could help policymakers and healthcare
professionals mitigate ethical and legal issues in the future.

Methods: A structured literature search was conducted in PubMed,
Scopus, and Google Scholar using keywords such as “physical

LRI

restraint,” “Iran,” “patient rights,” and “Ethical Issues.” A total of

eight related Iranian studies were included in the final review.
Results: Adverse outcomes and safety concerns, issues with
autonomy and informed consent, PR use in situations where patients
have limited communication and decision-making ability, unclear
decision-making authority, a lack of clear guidelines and protocols,
insufficient education, and organizational and resource-related
barriers are some of the main obstacles related to PR use in Iranian
healthcare settings. Physical injuries, moral distress among healthcare
providers, inconsistent physician involvement and documentation,
poor adherence to consent requirements, and the impact of workload,
staffing shortages, and limited monitoring resources on restraint
practices are among the other issues that have been reported.
Conclusion: Important gaps in the application of PR in Iranian
healthcare settings that may threaten patient rights were mentioned in
this study. Clear, evidence-based guidelines and appropriate staff
education may help address these gaps and reduce ethical, legal, and
safety-related concerns.

Key words: “physical restraint,” “Iran,
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patient rights,” “Ethica
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The Role of Parents in Preventing Children’s Cyber-
Victimization through Artificial Intelligence: Legal
Challenges in Protecting Mental Health Data

Ali Javid®, Razieh Saberi™ Ali Saffari®

Abstract: The rapid proliferation of communication technologies and
the increasing presence of children in cyberspace, while providing
new educational and communicative  opportunities, have
simultaneously facilitated the emergence of novel forms of cyber-

victimization. the deployment of artificial intelligence in preventive

mechanisms and the early detection of high-risk behaviors offers
significant potential for strengthening the protective role of parents.
However, the processing of data concerning children’s psychological
and emotional well-being, given the sensitive nature of such
information, raises significant legal concerns regarding children’s
fundamental rights, privacy, confidentiality, and personal data
protection. This study aims to examine the role of parents in
preventing children’s cyber-victimization through artificial
intelligence-based tools and to analyze the legal challenges associated
with the collection, processing, storage, and transfer of children’s
mental health data. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology. The findings indicate that parental supervision, digital
literacy education, and the responsible deployment of intelligent
systems can facilitate the early identification of cyber threats and
reduce children’s vulnerability to cyber-victimization. Nevertheless,
technological intervention must comply with the principles of
proportionality, necessity, data minimization, informed consent, and
the best interests of the child. Furthermore, algorithmic opacity,
unauthorized access, breaches of confidentiality, automated decision-
making, and the potential misuse of sensitive mental health data
necessitate stronger mechanisms of legal accountability and liability.
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Accordingly, effective child protection requires an appropriate
balance between parental protective authority and the child’s
fundamental right to privacy and personal data protection, supported
by a comprehensive and rights-based legal framework governing the

use of artificial intelligence.

Keywords: Children’s Cyber-Victimization, Artificial Intelligence,
Parental Responsibility, Privacy, Mental Health Data
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From Clinical Diagnosis to Criminal Attribution: A Functional
Assessment of Mental Capacity in Offenders with Personality
Disorders in Iranian and United States Law

Kambiz Mohammadi®, Mohammad Jafar Saed*?,
Shahram Mohammadi®

Abstract: Criminal attribution in cases involving personality
disorders cannot be determined merely by establishing a clinical
diagnosis. What matters is the functional effect of the disorder on
capacities relevant to the conduct at the time of the offence. This issue
is particularly complex in Cluster B disorders, where basic cognitive
abilities may remain intact while impulse control, emotion regulation,
or behavioral self-direction are impaired. This study examines the
relationship between clinical diagnosis, functional assessment, and
legal decision-making and proposes a framework for assessing
psychological capacity in Iranian criminal law through a comparative
analysis of the United States. Using a descriptive-analytical and
comparative legal-medical method, the study analyzes statutes,
judicial decisions, legal doctrine, and forensic psychiatric literature.
The findings indicate that Article 149 of the Iranian Islamic Penal
Code expressly addresses the absence of will or discernment but does
not establish an independent legal status for intermediate reductions in
capacity. In the United States, by contrast, mental conditions may
enter criminal adjudication through insanity doctrines, mens rea
analysis, or sentencing, depending on the jurisdiction. The article
therefore proposes a four-step functional assessment—clinical
diagnosis, functional assessment, causal linkage, and judicial
interpretation—and a three-level analytical model distinguishing
adequate capacity, reduced capacity, and legal incapacity. These
levels are not presented as existing legal categories in Iran, but as an
analytical framework for separating expert evidence from judicial
attribution.

Keywords: Mental Capacity; Personality Disorders; Criminal
Attribution; Forensic Psychiatry; Comparative Law.
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Criminological study and analysis of the role of
psychological complexes in the occurrence of violent crimes

Amir Esmaeilit

Abstract: Violent crimes represent some of the most complex forms
of delinquency, typically arising from the interplay of psychological,
familial, social, and situational factors. Among psychological factors,
complexes formed through humiliation, frustration, rejection,
developmental conflicts, and feelings of inadequacy can influence
how an individual responds to social pressures and conflicts.
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the
role of inferiority, Oedipus, Electra, destructiveness, castration, and
dysmorphia complexes in the commission of violent crimes. Findings
indicate that the inferiority complex, if compensated for
maladaptively, can manifest as a drive for dominance, vengefulness,
the belittling of others, and the violent display of power. The
destructiveness complex is more closely linked to aggressive
behaviors due to its association with the intent to cause harm,
vandalism, and the abuse of others. In contrast, the links between
violence and the Oedipus, Electra, and castration complexes are
primarily indirect, explicable through jealousy, unhealthy emotional
dependency, displaced hostility, and perceived threats to power and
identity. Dysmorphia can also heighten the risk of violent behavior
when accompanied by ridicule, low self-esteem, the use of
performance-enhancing substances, and an inability to regulate
emotions. None of these complexes serves as a sole, definitive cause
of crime; their effects must be analyzed in conjunction with factors
such as a violent family environment, substance abuse, social
pressures, personality traits, and poor impulse control. Accordingly,
effective prevention requires the early identification of psychological
issues, the strengthening of self-esteem, anger management training,
the modification of parenting styles, and the implementation of

therapeutic and rehabilitative programs for offenders.

Keywords: Psychological complexes, violent crimes, inferiority
complex, aggression, criminological prevention
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Typology of the Elements of Criminal Liability in Dealing
with Offenders with Mental Impairments

Motahare Hadavand®, Boshra Mohammadifard*?

Abstract: Determining the criminal responsibility of offenders with
mental impairments constitutes one of the most significant challenges
at the intersection of criminal law and forensic psychiatry, as concepts
such as volition, discernment, intent, and imputability must be applied
to complex and often spectrum-based mental conditions. Article 149
of the Islamic Penal Code limits the exclusion of criminal
responsibility to cases involving the loss of volition or discernment;
however, uncertainty remains regarding individuals whose cognitive
or behavioral-control capacities are substantially diminished without
being completely extinguished. Employing a descriptive—analytical
method and an interdisciplinary approach, this study examines the
effects of mental impairments on the components of criminal
responsibility by focusing on functional impairments rather than
merely on medical diagnoses. The findings indicate that impairments
affecting awareness, discernment, intent formation, behavioral
control, and affective and cognitive functioning may produce different
legal consequences depending on their nature and severity.
Furthermore, the binary model of “full responsibility or lack of
responsibility” fails to adequately accommodate the full range of
clinical conditions. Accordingly, this study proposes a spectrum-based
framework comprising mental impairment with no effect on criminal
responsibility, impairment relevant to the individualization of criminal
sanctions, diminished criminal responsibility, absence of the mens rea
required for a specific offense, and complete absence of criminal
responsibility. The study further emphasizes the need to replace a
purely diagnosis-based approach in forensic assessment with a
functional, offense-specific, and retrospective evaluation of the
offender’s mental state at the time of the offense.

Keywords: Criminal responsibility; mental impairment; mental
disorder; mens rea; diminished criminal responsibility; forensic
psychiatry.
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Civil Liability Arising from Errors of Artificial Intelligence
Systems in the Provision of Mental Health Services

Ahamad Ommi*!, Hanieh Mahmoudzadeh?

Abstract: Background and Obijectives: The expansion of artificial
intelligence systems in the provision of mental health services, despite
enhancing diagnostic accuracy, facilitating patient monitoring, and
advancing remote care, has given rise to novel issues in the field of
civil liability. The present study aims to elucidate the legal and
Islamic jurisprudential foundations of liability arising from errors
committed by such systems, to examine the challenges of attribution
and proof of fault, and to propose preventive and compensatory
solutions within the framework of digital mental healthcare.

Methods: This study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method and is based on library research. In this regard, the relevant
data were collected and examined through the study of legal and
jurisprudential sources, scholarly documents, and the conceptual
analysis of related viewpoints.

Ethical Considerations: In this research, the principles of academic
integrity, impartiality in analysis, and accurate reliance on legal and
jurisprudential foundations were duly observed. Furthermore, in view
of the nature of the subject, particular emphasis was placed on the
necessity of safeguarding patients’ privacy, preserving the
confidentiality of mental health data, and ensuring the ethically
informed design of artificial intelligence systems.

Findings: The findings of the study indicate that, in cases of harm
caused by artificial intelligence systems, liability is often not
attributable to a single actor in a concentrated manner; rather, it arises
in the form of distributed liability among the physician, system
designer, manufacturer, and healthcare institution. In addition, opacity
in algorithmic decision-making, the difficulty of proving causation,
the risk of automation bias, violations of privacy, and the relative
inadequacy of the traditional fault-based theory are among the
principal challenges in this field.

Conclusion: It appears that, for the compensation of harm resulting
from errors of artificial intelligence systems in mental health services,
exclusive reliance on the traditional fault-based model is insufficient.
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Instead, a combined approach drawing upon fault-based liability,
strict liability, and Islamic jurisprudential principles such as itlaf,
ghurur, and la darar should be adopted. Moreover, the establishment
of supervisory mechanisms, algorithmic transparency, process
traceability, training of healthcare personnel, and the enactment of
specialized regulations constitute essential prerequisites for the
effective protection of patients and the realization of compensatory
justice.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Mental Health; Civil Liability;
Causation; Privacy; Distributed Liability.
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Comparative Policymaking in Psychiatric Law with a Focus
on Supporting Mental Health

Babak Azadegan'

Abstract: Background and Objectives: This study aimed to elucidate
the dimensions of comparative policymaking in mental health law,
focusing on the protection of mental well-being and identifying its
legal, social, and governance prerequisites in Iran.

Methods: This was a qualitative study employing a phenomenological
approach. Participants were selected through purposeful, criterion-
based sampling followed by snowball sampling, encompassing law
professors, psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, mental health
specialists, and health policy experts. Inclusion criteria comprised
holding at least a master’s or doctoral degree in relevant fields, having
a minimum of five years of professional experience, and providing
informed consent; the exclusion criterion was the unwillingness to
proceed with the interview. Theoretical saturation was attained after
12 interviews, with a total of 14 semi-structured interviews (lasting 45
to 75 minutes) conducted, audio-recorded, and transcribed verbatim.
Data were analyzed following the general stages of phenomenological
thematic analysis. Trustworthiness was established based on Lincoln
and Guba’s criteria through member-checking (with 4 out of 14
participants), peer debriefing, and an audit trail documenting the
analytical process step-by-step. The analysis was conducted by a
single researcher without independent duplicate coding.

Results: Mental health was perceived not merely as a clinical or
therapeutic issue, but as a socio-legal construct intrinsically linked to
human dignity, non-discrimination, and institutional protection. The
most  prominent challenges identified included normative
fragmentation, the absence of coherence within the legal protection
framework, the dominance of a paternalistic approach, weak
intersectoral coordination, and conflicts of interest. Participants
emphasized context-sensitive, indigenized adaptation rather than the
superficial imitation of foreign models.

Conclusion: Effective mental health protection necessitates a
paradigm shift from a treatment-oriented approach toward a rights-
based, cohesive, accountable, and community-based framework that
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concurrently reinforces patient agency, legal coherence, and
institutional transparency.

Limitations: Inter-coder agreement was not assessed, and the content
validity as well as pilot testing of the interview guide were not
evaluated; hence, the findings should be generalized with caution.
Keywords: comparative policymaking, psychiatric law, mental
health, legal governance, social support
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Ethical Challenges of Applying Artificial Intelligence in
Psychology: A Narrative Review and Conceptual Analysis
of Clinical Frameworks

Sheida Sharifi Saki!, Mahmoud Abbasi*?

Abstract: The growing application of artificial intelligence in
psychological assessment, diagnosis, counseling, and interventions,
while creating opportunities to improve access to services and support
professional practice, has generated significant challenges concerning
professional competence, accountability, transparency, justice, and the
protection of clients’ data. This article aimed to identify and analyze
the ethical challenges associated with the application of artificial
intelligence in psychology and to explain the requirements for its
responsible use. A qualitative, descriptive—analytical approach was
adopted. Data were collected through a systematic narrative review of
scientific literature and specialized documents related to artificial
intelligence, psychology, and professional ethics, and were analyzed
using directed thematic analysis. The findings revealed six major
dimensions of ethical challenges: professional competence and
accountability; the adequacy of ethical codes and governance
mechanisms; transparency and explainability; cultural diversity and
justice; performance reliability and validity; and privacy and
cybersecurity. The results indicated that the responsible application of
artificial intelligence requires purpose- and population-specific
validation, informed consent, human oversight, bias assessment, data
protection, and clearly defined responsibilities. Artificial intelligence
can improve access to psychological services and support professional
practice; however, its use without sufficient evidence and continuous
oversight may result in professional errors, discrimination, and
breaches of confidentiality. Therefore, artificial intelligence should be
employed as a supportive tool, while ultimate responsibility for
decision-making remains with the qualified professional.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Psychology, Professional Ethics,
Accountability, Transparency, Privacy, Cultural Justice.
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Decision-Making Capacity and Refusal of Transport in
Prehospital Psychiatric Emergencies: Ethical and Legal
Considerations

Mahmoud Abbasi*, Ahmad Meshkouri?, Amirhossein Moradpour
Dehnavi®, Tayebe llaghi Nezhad**

Abstract: Background and Objective: In prehospital psychiatric
emergencies, refusal of assessment or transport may place emergency
personnel between respect for patient choice and the need to protect
the patient or others. The key issue is to distinguish refusal, impaired
decision-making capacity, and risk. This paper analyzes these
concepts and proposes a practical framework for ethical and legal
decision-making in the Iranian prehospital setting

Methods: An analytical-documentary approach was used. Literature
concerning ethical decision-making in prehospital emergency medical
services, decision-making capacity, psychiatric emergencies, patient
rights, and de-escalation was reviewed. Findings were analyzed across
four domains: distinguishing refusal from incapacity, separating
capacity from risk, the role of de-escalation, and the necessity and
proportionality of intervention

Results: Refusal of transport does not, by itself, establish incapacity,
and a psychiatric diagnosis does not automatically eliminate decision-
making capacity. Capacity should be assessed in relation to the
specific decision and at the relevant time, separately from risk
assessment. When safety permits, communication and de-escalation
should precede restrictive measures. When intervention is necessary,
it should be proportionate to the severity and immediacy of risk, use
the least restrictive effective option, and be documented. In Iran,
patient rights, official protocols, and professional authority should be
considered together

Conclusion: Ethical decision-making in prehospital psychiatric
emergencies requires avoiding two opposite errors: treating every
refusal as incapacity and accepting refusal without adequate risk
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assessment. A stepwise framework may clarify the decision pathway
and reduce ethical and legal uncertainty

Keywords: Decision-making capacity; Psychiatric emergency;
Prehospital emergency medical services; Refusal of transport;
Medical ethics
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The Role of Forensic Psychiatry in Re-evaluating Criminal
Responsibility Arising from Mental Disorders

Mehrdad Teymouri**, Elaheh Lotfi?

Abstract: Background and Aim: Determining the scope of criminal
liability for individuals with mental disorders lies at the intersection of
criminal law’s normative standards and the complex realities of
psychiatry—a realm where the mere establishment of a mental
disorder neither automatically negates criminal liability nor
necessarily entails its continuation. Mental disorders can affect
perception, the faculty of discernment, decision-making processes,
and the ability to control behavior. Consequently, the function of
forensic psychiatry is not reduced to the clinical diagnosis of a
disorder; rather, it rests on scientifically elucidating the relationship
between the offender's mental state and the cognitive and volitional
capacities relevant to the attribution of criminal liability. This study
aims to examine the shift in forensic psychiatry from a diagnosis-
centered model to a functional assessment of mental state.

Method: The present study was conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method and a qualitative approach, relying on library
research and a comparative analysis of sources in criminal law and
forensic psychiatry.

Results: The findings indicate that there is no perfect correspondence
between the clinical diagnosis of a mental disorder and the
determination of criminal liability; this is because identifying a
disorder does not, in itself, dictate the legal consequences regarding
liability. Key challenges in this field include reconstructing the
offender's mental state at the time of the offense, clarifying the
relationship between the disorder and the criminal conduct, and
assessing the validity of expert evaluations. Accordingly, the focal
point of the liability assessment is determining the extent and nature
of the disorder's impact on the offender's mental faculties at the time
the offense was committed.

Conclusion: The results indicate that adopting a performance-based
approach, utilizing structured assessments, distinguishing forensic
psychiatric competence from judicial competence, and considering the
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varying degrees of a disorder's impact can lead to a more precise
articulation of the process of criminal attribution—thereby avoiding
its reduction to a simple dichotomy of "responsibility versus non-
responsibility." By bridging clinical data with criminal law criteria,
forensic psychiatry can translate specialized findings into components
amenable to judicial evaluation, thus facilitating an accurate,
individualized assessment of criminal responsibility.

Keywords: Forensic Psychiatry, Criminal Responsibility, Mental
Disorders, Mental Capacities, Criminal Attribution, Performance-
Based Assessment, Psychiatric Assessment.
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Neurocriminology: From Legal Systems to Its Application
in Iran's Criminal Justice System

Sadra Mardani*, Mahmuod Abbasi?

Abstract: Background and Objective: Neurocriminology is an
interdisciplinary field that draws on findings from neuroscience,
psychology, psychiatry, and criminology to promote a more scientific
understanding of the neural, biological, and cognitive factors
associated with criminal behavior and responses to it. Despite the
development of this field, Iranian criminal laws contain no specific or
explicit provisions addressing neurocriminology. However, the
absence of dedicated legal provisions does not necessarily mean that
the existing legal framework lacks the capacity to accommodate
findings from this field. This study aims to identify and analyze the
capacities within Iranian criminal laws for the potential application of
neurocriminological knowledge.

Methods: This study employs a descriptive-analytical method within
an interdisciplinary framework. The research data were collected
through an examination of Iranian criminal laws and analyzed in
terms of their potential capacity to accommodate and utilize
neurocriminological findings.

Ethical Considerations: Throughout the library-based research
process, the principles of textual authenticity, academic honesty, and
scholarly integrity were observed.

Findings: The findings indicate that although Iranian criminal laws
do not explicitly recognize neurocriminology, they contain several
legal capacities that may indirectly accommodate findings from this
field. These include consideration of the offender’s mental and
psychological condition and personality; assessment of mental
development and intellectual maturity; referral of relevant matters to
experts and specialists; preparation of personality files; use of medical
and psychiatric reports; and consideration of the offender’s prospects
for behavioral change, reform, and rehabilitation.

Conclusion: These existing capacities can be conceptualized as a
continuum encompassing offender assessment, expert evaluation,
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criminal decision-making, behavioral assessment, and rehabilitation.
Accordingly, the Iranian criminal justice system has provided an
initial framework for incorporating findings from neurocriminology
into criminal proceedings. The originality of this study lies in
identifying and systematically integrating these dispersed legal
capacities and proposing a framework for explaining the potential
application of neurocriminology within the Iranian criminal justice
system.

Keywords: Neurocriminology, Neuroscience, Iranian Criminal Laws,
Legal Capacity, Individualization of Criminal Response.
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